


WWee  aarree  ssaaiilliinngg......
AAHHOOYY  mmee  sshhiippmmaatteess  aanndd  wweellccoommee  ttoo  aa  ffeeaattuurree--
ppaacckkeedd  JJuullyy  iissssuuee  ooff  MMoottooppiiaa  mmaaggaazziinnee..  SSuummmmeerr
hhaass  aarrrriivveedd  aanndd  SSaalliissbbuurryy  hhaass  jjuusstt  eennjjooyyeedd  iittss  ssiixxtthh
aannnnuuaall  MMoottoorr  SShhooww  aatt  WWiillttoonn  HHoouussee..

The show season is in full swing with events tak-
ing place in Andover for modified-car fanatics and
motorcycle enthusiasts, plus motorsport fans will
be revelling in all things octane at the Goodwood
Festival of Speed in a couple of weeks’ time.

Tiff Needell, that nice chap off the telly, spares
a few moments to chat to us about what he likes to
listen to in the car, his favourite supercar and what
he used to get up to before he took to the circuit.
He’s just released a DVD of his favourite fast
reviews.And we have five copies to give away.

I’ve been back to school to learn about speed
hillclimbing, and by the time this magazine reaches
you, I will have competed in the Volvo Round The
Island Race, in an all-girl team who thought we’d try
our hands at sailing. It’s not quite skydiving, but as
long as there is no ‘diving’, I’ll be happy.

Kim Henson explains the pleasures of Austin
A60 ownership, and also tries out some new mod-

els in the shape of the Land Rover Discovery 3 and
Mercedes C-Class Estate.

Taco visits the BTCC at Thruxton and captures
Jason Plato ‘awash’ with celebratory Champers.

Our guest writer this month is Guy Loveridge,
who shares his Overseas Adventure taking part in
this year’s Monaco Historic Grand Prix – and he did-
n’t finish last, so well done Guy!

Salisbury’s first two-storey new-car showroom
opens its doors on July 5th. Congratulations to
Penton Motor Group for taking its dealerships into a
whole new dimension.

From four wheels to four legs, here’s a timely
reminder not to leave your dog in the car in the hot
weather. You wouldn’t want your fluffy little chum to
suffer an agonising slow-bake to the kennel in the
sky.

On a happier note, enjoy the magazine and
don’t forget to catch up online at
www.motopia.co.uk where we are adding video
reviews as well as the usual motorsport and classic
news. �
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The new Suzuki Swift

from

£8,260

Models shown: The Swift 1.5 GLX 5 door available at £9,515 on the road (metallic paint
available at extra cost), the SX4 1.6 GLX at £10,999 on the road (metallic paint available
at extra cost) and the Grand Vitara 2.0 16V 5 door available at £14,999 on the road
(metallic paint available at extra cost). Vehicles shown may not be to UK specification.
All prices are correct at time of going to press. 

Penton Suzuki
48 Churchfields Road,
Salisbury SP2 7NW
01722 322828
www.pentonmotorgroup.com

Swift range official fuel consumption figures in mpg
(L/100km): urban from 31.0 (9.1) to 50.4 (5.6), extra urban
from 46.3 (6.1) to 72.4 (3.9), combined from 39.8 (7.1) to
62.7 (4.5). Official CO2 emissions from 119g/km to 171g/km.

Grand Vitara range official consumption figures in mpg
(L/100km): urban from 24.1 (11.7) to 32.5 (8.7), extra urban
from 37.2 (7.6) to 45.6 (6.2), combined from 31.0 (9.1) to
39.2 (7.2). Official CO2 emissions from 190g/km to 217g/km.

SX4 range official consumption figures in mpg (L/100km):
urban from 28.8 (9.8) to 44.1 (6.4), extra urban from
44.1 (6.4) to 61.4 (4.6), combined from 37.1 (7.6) to
53.3 (5.3). Official CO2 emissions from 139g/km to 182g/km.

The Suzuki SX4
from

£10,515

The Grand Vitara 5 door

from

£14,999



July 2008 3

DESPITE a heavy shower on both after-
noons, the Salisbury Motor Show still
drew the crowds over the Father’s Day
weekend of June 14th and 15th.

Many of the city’s dealerships and a
couple from further afield held stands
showing off the latest models, with many
marques offering newly launched models
such as the Citroen C5 and Mitsubishi
Lancer.

This event is an ideal opportunity for
those in search of their next car to sit in
and compare quality, driving positions
and prices, all within the hour. And, even
those who are not on the lookout right
now, were able to get a feel for what could
possibly be their next car.

Suzuki caused a ‘splash’ with their
latest small car, which is actually bigger
on the inside than it looks from the out-
side. August Motors were demonstrating
the latest Accord, which has been totally
redeveloped. Westover Toyota had one of
the Arctic Hi-Luxes, as used by the Top
Gear team to go to the North Pole.

A microlight aircraft, courtesy of the
Old Sarum Flying Club, flew in for the

weekend and the Salisbury Motorcycle
and Light Car Club were displaying vin-
tage bikes. A couple of dashing Ferraris
turned up for the parade, giving an aural
and visual treat for visitors.

On Sunday morning 102 finalists
gathered in the arena to be whittled down
to just five in the final of the Penton and
Spire FM car giveaway, with a new Swift
GL up for grabs.

The deserving winner, Caroline Harris,
of Amesbury, was overjoyed and drove
around the ring several times, before cel-
ebrating with a little Champers.

Rally cars, motorcycles, horse boxes
and even commercial vehicle racking was
given a thorough airing and a local Lotus
enthusiast club turned out in large num-
bers to entertain the crowds
on Father’s Day.

The beautiful
backdrop is pro-
vided each year
courtesy of our
local stately
home, Wilton
House.�

SSaalliissbbuurryy  MMoottoorr  SShhooww  22000088

PPllaanneess,,
ggaammeess  aanndd
aauuttoommoobbiilleess

PPeennttoonn  SSuuzzuukkii  SSwwiifftt  wwiinnnneerr  CCaarroolliinnee  HHaarrrriiss  ((ffoouurrtthh  oonn  rriigghhtt))
wwiitthh  tthhee  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee  SSppiirree  FFMM  aanndd  PPeennttoonn  SSuuzzuukkii  tteeaammss
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AA  ffiinnee  ggaatthheerriinngg  ooff  LLoottaaee......

FFrriieennddllyy  ffaacceeooff  tthhee  nneewwFFiiaatt  550000

TTeeaamm  SSoorrttiimmoo  wwiitthh  tthhee  llaatteesstt  iinn  vvaann  rraacckkiinngg..

CCoouurrssee  aanndd  BBeeaacchhaamm’’ss  rraannggee  ooff  JJeeeeppss  aanndd  CChhrryysslleerrss  iinn  ffrroonntt  ooff  WWiillttoonn  HHoouussee



NNeewwss

THE PRICE of the new Lamborghini
Gallardo Coupé LP560-4 in the UK has
been confirmed.  The model is so
named due to its engine position –
Longitudinale Posteriore -  and its power
output of 560 hp. With 40hp more than
the previous Gallardo and a 20kg reduc-
tion in weight, the power:weight ratio is
improved to 2.5 kg per hp. The ‘4’ refers
to the Lamborghini product feature of
permanent four-wheel drive. 

The LP560-4 comes with a new V10,
5.2-litre direct fuel injection engine:
‘Iniezione Diretta Stratificata’. Despite
its increased power, fuel consumption
and CO2 emissions have been reduced
by 18 per cent. With its new engine, per-
manent four-wheel drive transmission
and new suspension, it delivers signifi-
cantly enhanced performance and

dynamics. The Gallardo Coupé LP560-4
is a successor of the most successful
Lamborghini model of all time.
Approximately 7100 Gallardo models
have left the Sant’Agata Bolognese pro-

duction plant since the coupe’s original
launch in 2003.

With enhanced acceleration from 0-
62mph of 3.7 seconds, and a top speed
in excess of 200mph, the new car is

priced at £147,330 on the road, includ-
ing NavTrak vehicle tracking system and
delivery package. Available to view now,
deliveries will commenence in the sum-
mer.

EENNTTHHUUSSIIAASSTTSS  ffoorr  pprree--wwaarr  mmoottoorriinngg
ccaann  ttaakkee  ppaarrtt  iinn  aa  ssppeeccttaaccuullaarr  ggaatthheerr--
iinngg  tthhiiss  ssuummmmeerr..    TThhee  JJaazzzz  AAggee  GGaarrddeenn
PPaarrttyy  iiss  aa  uunniiqquuee  11993300ss--ssttyyllee  EEnngglliisshh
CCoouunnttrryy  HHoouussee  ggaarrddeenn  ppaarrttyy  iinn  aa  ssttuunn--
nniinngg  CCoottsswwoolldd  sseettttiinngg,,  rreeccrreeaattiinngg  tthhee
aattmmoosspphheerree,,  ssppiirriitt  aanndd  ssttyyllee  ooff  tthhee
11992200ss  aanndd  11993300ss..

HHuunnddrreeddss  ooff  bbeeaauuttiiffuull  pprree--wwaarr
ccaarrss––wwiitthh  tthheeiirr  oowwnneerrss  aallll  ccllaadd  iinn  ppeerrii--
oodd  ddrreessss  ––  wwiillll  ggaatthheerr  oovveerr  tthhee  llaasstt
wweeeekkeenndd  ooff  AAuugguusstt  ffoorr  aa  ssppeeccttaaccuullaarr
eexxppeerriieennccee..  CCaatteerriinngg  iiss  pprroovviiddeedd
tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  wweeeekkeenndd,,  aanndd  gguueessttss
wwiillll  eennjjooyy  aa  SSaattuurrddaayy  eevveenniinngg  ppiiccnniicc
ccoonncceerrtt  oonn  tthhee  llaawwnn..  TThheerree’’ss  aallssoo  aa
hhuuggee  sseelleeccttiioonn  ooff  vviinnttaaggee  ccllootthhiinngg  aanndd
ootthheerr  pprroodduuccttss  ffoorr  ssaallee..  TThhee  ppaarrttyy  ttaakkeess
ppllaaccee  aatt  WWeessttoonnbbiirrtt  HHoouussee,,  nneeaarr
TTeettbbuurryy,,  GGlloouucceesstteerrsshhiirree,,  oonn  SSaattuurrddaayy
3300tthh  aanndd  SSuunnddaayy  3311sstt  AAuugguusstt..  

WWeebbssiittee,,  wwwwww..ssppiirriitt--ooff--tthhee--aaggee..ccoo..uukk
hhaass  eennttrryy  ddeettaaiillss  ffoorr  ccaarrss,,  gguuiiddaannccee  oonn
ddrreessss,,  aanndd  ddeettaaiillss  ffoorr  ppeeooppllee  aatttteennddiinngg
tthhee  SSaattuurrddaayy  eevveenniinngg  ppiiccnniicc..

Vintage
cars and
all that jazz

New Gallardo
breaks cover

IIbbiizzaa  rreevveeaalleedd
TTHHEE  CCOOVVEERRSS  hhaavvee  ccoommee  ooffff  tthhee  mmoosstt
iimmppoorrttaanntt  nneeww  mmooddeell  iinn  SSppaanniisshh  ccaarr
mmaakkeerr  SSEEAATT’’ss  rreecceenntt  hhiissttoorryy  wwiitthh  tthhee
uunnvveeiilliinngg  ooff  tthhee  aallll--nneeww  IIbbiizzaa  ffiivvee--ddoooorr
ssuuppeerrmmiinnii..

All-new from the wheels up, and
designed to reinforce SEAT’s position
as a leader in the supermini sector, the

bigger, better new Ibiza five-door has a
range of ‘big car’ features to match its
sharp styling.

The work of renowned ex-
Lamborghini stylist Luc Donckerwolke,
the new car offers a variety of class-
leading options such as the availability
of a new seven-speed DSG automat-

ic/sequential manual gearbox, Hill
Hold Assist, front fog lights with side
illumination (cornering) function and
combined AUX-IN/USB connectivity for
all manner of music devices.

Longer than the current model –
the new Ibiza measures up at 4.05m,
versus the existing car’s 3.97m – it’s
markedly more capacious, too, with
improved rear seat legroom and a sig-
nificantly larger and more practical
boot space which, at 292 litres with
rear seats in place, is comfortably the
largest in the supermini class.

Sitting on a new version of the
renowned Ibiza ‘Agile Chassis’, with
wider front and rear tracks (30mm and
33mm respectively) the new car looks
and feels even more ‘planted’, and
delivers both a composed ride and
class-leading, sporty handling.

Debuting with a range of proven
powerplants, the Ibiza five-door prom-
ises strong performance and outstand-
ing economy.  Beneath the bonnet, this
front-wheel drive motor offers three
petrol engine options: either a charac-
terful 1.2-litre three cylinder 70PS; flex-
ible 1.4-litre 85PS four cylinder or
sporty 1.6-litre four cylinder 102PS.

HOT ON the heels of the smart SEAT Ibiza five-door’s debut,SEAT has unveiled its
stunning new Ibiza SportCoupé. With two fewer doors and an even more svelte
shape than its stylish five-door supermini sibling, the sassy SportCoupé is tai-
lored towards drivers keen to mix fun and functionality with a head-turning
shape. The ultra slick-shifting automatic/sequential manual ‘box will be available
on 105 PS 1.6-litre versions, while crisp handling and a composed ride are
assured courtesy of the Ibiza SC’s all-new supermini platform.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY. FINAL OFFER OF SALE RESIDES WITH THE DEALER AND OFFERS ARE NOT AVAILABLE IN CONJUNCTION
WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS. FINANCE OFFER IS SUBJECT TO STATUS. WRITTEN DETAILS AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST.

motor group
48 CHURCHFIELDS ROAD, SALISBURY SP2 7NW

PENTON 01722
322828
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SSEEAATT’’SS  ddrraammaattiicc  nneeww  IIbbiizzaa  SSppoorrttCCoouuppee

••  AAiirr  ccoonnddiittiioonniinngg
••  AAllllooyy  wwhheeeellss
••  EElleeccttrriicc  wwiinnddoowwss
••  RReemmoottee  lloocckkiinngg
••  PPoowweerr  sstteeeerriinngg
••  AABBSS  bbrraakkeess
••  CCDD  ppllaayyeerr

www.pentonmotorgroup.com OPEN: MON-FRI: 8.30AM-6PM  SAT: 9AM-5PM  SUN: 10AM-4PM 



JUST DAYS after a Salisbury garage
owner pledged to donate ten per cent
of his earnings from car crash repairs
to three local charities, the first
cheques have been handed over.

Motorcycle racing accident sur-
vivor Andy Downes presented the first
of what could be dozens of cheques
for £50 to support the emergency
services he says saved his life and
ensured his recovery.

The donations were handed over in
Devizes to Salisbury’s Southern Spinal
Injuries Trust, the Wiltshire Air
Ambulance service and the
Hampshire and Isle of Wight Air
Ambulance service.

In between emergency calls, SSIT
Trustee Victoria Holton joined Wiltshire
helicopter paramedic Shaun Russell
and the Hampshire and IOW air ambu-
lance service fund-raiser Annette
Plaistow-Trapaud at the Devizes police
HQ heli-pad to accept the cheques.

Andy’s company, Bodytech
Services in Netherhampton, is donat-
ing a tithe of its labour costs on acci-
dent repairs to private cars, with up to
£50 per job going to each customer’s
personal choice of the three charities
for the next 12 months.

Ms Holton, who was paralysed in a
parachuting accident in 2002, said:
"The on-going support of Andy Downes

and Bodytech Services is so very valu-
able to SSIT. People who live with per-
manent paralysis as a result of spinal
cord injury can find important special-
ist equipment financially out of reach
and SSIT aims to provide it so they can
improve their quality of life and partici-
pate in society more fully again.”

Andy Downes added: “I’m particu-
larly glad that the contribution to the
Southern Spinal Injuries Trust has
turned out to be so timely as their
annual collection day in Salisbury ear-
lier this month was seriously affected
by rainstorms. I’m urging local people
to join me in contributing all the year
round by visiting the organisation’s
website at www.ssit.org.uk.”

Andy was badly injured and left
temporarily paralysed in a motorcycle
racing accident. He says he owes a
debt of gratitude to the first-aiders, air
ambulance paramedics, nurses, doc-
tors and specialists who treated him
for a broken neck, shoulder, ribs and a
punctured lung.
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Andy’s tithe of
thanks to lifesavers

Mod ‘n’ pimp show for car club

CCoovveerr  ssttoorryy  --  iitt’’ss  BBrriittiisshh

AAnnddyy  DDoowwnneess  ((lleefftt))  hhaannddss  oovveerr
ddoonnaattiioonnss  ttoo  AAnnnneettttee  PPllaaiissttooww--
TTrraappaauudd  ooff  tthhee  HHaammppsshhiirree  &&  IIssllee  ooff
WWiigghhtt  AAiirr  AAmmbbuullaannccee  SSeerrvviiccee,,
VViiccttoorriiaa  HHoollttoonn  ooff  tthhee  SSoouutthheerrnn
SSppiinnaall  IInnjjuurriieess  TTrruusstt  aanndd  hheelliiccoopptteerr
ppaarraammeeddiicc  SShhaauunn  RRuusssseellll  ooff  tthhee
WWiillttsshhiirree  AAiirr  AAmmbbuullaannccee  SSeerrvviiccee..

LLOOOOKK  oouutt  ffoorr  llooccaall  ccaarr  cclluubb  PPiimmppiinniitt  HHeeaavveenn’’ss  ooppeenn  ddaayy  ––  iinnccoorrppoorraattiinngg  BBaannsshheeee
MMoottoorr  SSppoorrtt  ––  oonn  SSuunnddaayy  JJuunnee  2299tthh  aatt  PPiicckkeett  PPiieeccee,,  AAnnddoovveerr..  AAbbssoolluuttee  AAuuddiioo  wwiillll
bbee  pprroovviiddiinngg  tthhee  ‘‘ssoouunndd  ooffff’’  aanndd  tthheerree  wwiillll  bbee  tthhee  uussuuaall  ccoommppeettiittiioonnss  ffoorr  BBeesstt  MMoodd
CCaarr,,  SShhooww  aanndd  SShhiinnee  aanndd  aa  rraaffffllee..  FFuunn  kkiicckkss  ooffff  aatt  11ppmm..  PPiimmppiinniitt  HHeeaavveenn  pprroo--
mmootteess  ssppeeeedd  aawwaarreenneessss  aanndd  ddooeess  nnoott  ttoolleerraattee  ssppeeeeddiinngg  oorr  ssttuuppiidd  bbeehhaavvoouurr..

BBrriittaaiinn’’ss  ggrreeeenneesstt  lluuxxuurryy  ccaarr
FOR THE second year running Jaguar’s XJ 2.7 Diesel has been named Britain's
greenest luxury car in the Environmental Transport Association’s 2008 Car
Buyers Guide. The award recognises Jaguar’s commitment to delivering CO2 and
fuel consumption advantages to customers, with the development of its industry-
leading diesel engines and application of advanced lightweight aluminium vehi-
cle architectures.

The Environmental Transport Association has looked at over 1,300 models of
car currently on sale in Britain and examined their power, emissions, fuel efficien-
cy and even the amount of noise they produce to create the definitive guide to
buying the greenest vehicle.

This is the latest in a number of awards for Jaguar’s flagship model, which is
renowned for the conclusive demonstration of its fuel economy credentials,
achieving 1000.2 miles on a single tank of fuel – the average fuel consumption
hitting 53.5mpg* which equates to 139g/km of CO2.

••  AA  NNEEWW,,  440000BBHHPP  BBRRIITTIISSHH--BBUUIILLTT  TTWWOO--SSEEAATT  RROOAADDSSTTEERR
••  SSUUPPEERRCCAARR  PPEERRFFOORRMMAANNCCEE  AATT  AA  FFRRAACCTTIIOONN  OOFF  SSUUPPEERRCCAARR  CCOOSSTT
••  DDUUAALL--FFUUEELL,,  FFOORR  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTTAALL  BBEENNEEFFIITT  AANNDD  RREEDDUUCCEEDD  RRUUNNNNIINNGG
CCOOSSTTSS

••  OONN  SSAALLEE  FFRROOMM  NNOOVVEEMMBBEERR  22000088  
LONDON’S CANARY WHARF set the stage for the debut of a stunning new
British sportscar, as Breckland Technology removed the wraps from its exclu-
sive two-seat V8 soft top, the Beira, at London Motorexpo in June.

Norfolk-based Breckland – part of Hong Kong-based multi-national, Riche
Holdings – is vastly experienced in the development and production of high-
quality, low volume specialist cars and prototypes for an array of prestigious
international clients, including Mosler, and has now employed its substantial
skills in the making of its own limited-production supercar.  

The Beira is a hand-built, two-seat roadster with unique styling cues, based
on proven GM architecture and powered by GM’s LS2, six-litre V8 engine,
tuned to produce just a whisper short of 400bhp. Tipping the scales at
1,400kg, the Beira’s impressive power-to-weight ratio ensures invigorating per-
formance, with the promise of a sub-five second sprint to 100kph, coupled
with lots of torque and a governed top speed of 155mph. 
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Look out for the video review online at www.motopia.co.uk

FFiirrsstt  iimmpprreessssiioonnss::  SSaalloooonn MMiittssuubbiisshhii  LLaanncceerr  GGSS44

NNOOWW  YYOOUU ccaann  hhaavvee  yyoouurr  ccaakkee  aanndd  eeaatt  iitt,,  tthhaannkkss  ttoo
tthhee  nneeww  MMiittssuubbiisshhii  LLaanncceerr..  SSttrriikkiinngg  ggoooodd  llooookkss  aanndd
ssuuppeerrbb  ffrruuggaalliittyy  ccoommbbiinnee  ttoo  ggiivvee  ddrriivveerrss  tthhee  eeccoonnoo--
mmyy  ooff  aa  ssuuppeerrmmiinnii  iinn  aa  ccaarr  tthhaatt  llooookkss  lliikkee  iitt  wwoouulldd
bbee  qquuiittee  aatt  hhoommee  oonn  tthhee  rraaccee  ttrraacckk..

I am  of course, talking about the two-litre diesel
powered version, which has Evo looks but without
the thirst to match. And, I’m delighted Mitsubishi
has seen fit to put a diesel engine into this range of
saloons, because economy and CO2 are the buzz-
words of the day, thanks to the higher cost of living.

My first impression of the test car, a top-spec
GS4 in shiny black, with standard six-speed manu-
al transmission, was how much better looking than
the outgoing model it is. The Evo has, well, evolved
somewhat over the years and it’s one of those cars
people can’t wait to see how it’s revised, and
whether it still ticks all the right boxes. This Lancer,
I have to say, certainly ticks all the boxes and a few
more besides.

Mitsubishi has given the car what it calls the ‘jet
fighter’ grille, and it does look like the car might
sprout wings and take off. All the Lancers share
some of the new mean look (depending on model),
with the Evo having a much larger spoiler on the
bootlid, to stop the car from actually taking off.

Large alloy wheels, chrome trims, very stylish
deep-set headlamps and the low road-hugging
stance are giveaways that this car is built for fast
action. The high-line boot is squared off and the
rear lamps have a look of Japanese animé about
them. The bumpers are integrated into the body-
work and it’s finished off with a sporty yet subtle
skirt along the sills.

It certainly turned heads and sitting in the car
park, it drew lots of attention from passers by, who
were captured by its sinister, sporty appearance
and tinted windows.

On opening the door you can feel how light-
weight the car is. I don’t think Mitsubishi has done
much by way of improving the quality. It’s very ‘run
of the mill’. Nice leather and carbon fibre trim is
very ‘Evo’ and sporty, and you can forgive the car
for feeling cheaper here than some of the other
Japanese offerings. Lancer die-hards won’t even
notice, they are buying into the looks, styling and
performance. The Evo is certainly a hard act to fol-
low ‘buck per bang’.

I must admit that by the end of the week, I’d
really grown into the Lancer and the fact that it was-
n’t as ‘plush’ inside as it looks like it ought to be
from the outside, didn’t matter any more. I was lov-
ing the whole package. And, it’s certainly comfort-
able enough with a good driving position for me
(short) and Mr T, who is tall.

Nice features like the baseball-stitched gear-
knob and sport steering wheel with controls show
that some money has been spent here. I like the
dashboard too, it’s very simple and uncluttered
with all the controls on the sat nav unit or steering
wheel. Just the air conditioning has its own control
panel.

It’s quite cosy in the back and there’s room for
two adults here, although there are three three-
point seatbelts. An armrest pulls out and this can
accommodate a couple of drinks. Storage on the
whole is good. Even the boot is cavernous, in good
ol’ saloon fashion.

In GS4 trim, the HDD sat nav system with colour
touch screen, 30GB music server, heated leathered
seats, MP3 input and advanced vehicle data sys-
tem, come as standard. That’s on top of the stan-
dard GS3 features, which include sports body kit,
privacy glass, climate control and sports suspen-
sion.

How does the car perform on the road? Well,

when you start up the diesel engine it burbles in
quite an unrefined way. Having the six-speed gear-
box is great because you get plenty of power to play
with through each gear. I did have a lot of fun with
the Lancer and the actually driving was great. The
noisy diesel engine disappeared amid the driving.
The firm suspension kept the car on the road,
although it did suffer a little understeer. Typical of
sporty front-wheel drive cars.

What you’ve got to remember is this car has a 0-
62mph time of less than ten seconds and yet you
can easily achieve 45 mpg. It also falls into a lower
tax band than many other cars, meaning you pay
£145 a year for tax. Quite a feat of engineering on
a car that looks like a member of the gas guzzling
brigade.

A sinister sheep in wolf’s clothing, this Lancer
diesel gives you frugality and performance in a
sporty and stylish package – for less than £19k.
How could you possibly ask for more? �

Vital statistics:
LLaanncceerr  GGSS44  22..00  DDII--DD  DDiieesseell
ssiixx--ssppeeeedd  mmaannuuaall  ttrraannssmmiissssiioonn

PPrriiccee::  ££1188,,449999
TToopp  ssppeeeedd:: 112299  mmpphh
00--6622  mmpphh:: 99..77  sseeccoonnddss
MMaaxx..  ppoowweerr:: 113388  bbhhpp  @@  44,,000000  rrppmm
MMaaxx..  ttoorrqquuee::  222288  llbb  fftt  @@  11,,775500  rrppmm
UUrrbbaann  eeccoonnoommyy:: 3344  mmppgg
CCoommbbiinneedd:: 4444..88  mmppgg
EExxttrraa  uurrbbaann:: 5555..44  mmppgg
CCOO22  eemmiissssiioonnss:: 116655  gg//kkmm
TTaaxx  bbaanndd:: DD  ((££114455  ppeerr  yyeeaarr))
IInnssuurraannccee  GGrroouupp:: 99EE

BByy  MMeelliissssaa  TTeerrrryy

MMeeaann,,  lleeaann
aanndd  vveerryy

ggrreeeenn

MMiittssuubbiisshhii  LLaanncceerr  GGSS44  22..00  DDiieesseell
iiss  aallssoo  aavvaaiillaabbllee  aass  aa  ffiivvee--ddoooorr
‘‘ssppoorrttbbaacckk’’..  SSeeee  tthhee  rraannggee  aatt
SSoouutthhggaattee  MMiittssuubbiisshhii
iinn  AAnnddoovveerr



THE NEW MITSUBISHI LANCER
 GREAT LOOKS AND SPORTING PEDIGREE
 FROM £14,999*

The sporty new Mitsubishi Lancer; Sharp, elegant style with driving to match.

*List price includes VAT, excludes VED and First Registration Fee. Model shown for illustrative purposes only. Metallic or pearlescent paint finish available at extra charge.

Lancer range fuel consumption in mpg (ltrs/100km): Urban 34.0 - 25.9 (8.3 - 10.9), Extra Urban 55.4 - 45.6 (5.1 - 6.2),
Combined 44.8 - 35.8 (6.3 - 7.9). C02 emissions 165 - 188 g/km.

SOUTHGATE MITSUBISHI
132 WEYHILL ROAD, ANDOVER, HAMPSHIRE SP10 3BE 
Tel: 01264 350310  www.southgategroup.co.uk
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The new showroom will be
Salisbury’s first multi-franchise two-
storey showroom and has a special car
lift so that the cars can be parked on the
top sales floor.

As usual knowledgable sales staff
are on hand to answer any queries and
work out the best deals. Ian, Lorne and
Stephen have more than 100 years of
experience between them.

Salisbury has been home to the
family-owned Penton Motor Group since
1990 and the Citroen and Suzuki fran-
chises have spent much of that time in
separate buildings. But now, in a bid to
provide the most convenient and cost-
effective environment, both marques
are coming together in the one place, on
two stories, for maximum efficiency. The
Penton carbon footprint has been con-
siderably reduced by bringing both oper-
ations together in one place.

The new glass-fronted building also
houses the servicing department, which
has recently installed a state-of-the art
one-man MoT bay. So not only can the
Citroen and Suzuki approved service
centre service any make of car, it can
MoT them too.

The official opening takes place on
the weekend of July 5th and 6th with a
special Grand Opening from 10am.
Everyone is invited and there will be lots
to see and do. And, who knows, you
might even find your perfect car among
the new and used vehicles on display.
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PPEENNTTOONN  MMOOTTOORR  GGRROOUUPP  hhaass  rraaiisseedd  tthhee  bbaarr  aaggaaiinn,,  wwhheenn  iitt  ccoommeess  ttoo
sshhoowwiinngg  ooffff  tthhee  llaatteesstt  mmooddeell  ttoo  tthheeiirr  bbeesstt  aabbiilliittiieess..  TTwwoo  ttiieerrss  ooff  ssppaarrkklliinngg
nneeww  ccaarrss  aawwaaiitt  vviissiittoorrss  ttoo  tthhee  nneeww  CChhuurrcchhffiieellddss  RRooaadd  sshhooww--
rroooomm,,  wwhheerree  SSuuzzuukkii  aanndd  CCiittrrooeenn  mmooddeellss  ssiitt  ssiiddee

bbyy  ssiiddee  bbeehhiinndd  hhuuggee  wwaallllss  ooff  ggllaassss  tthhaatt  lleett
tthhee  lliigghhtt  fflloooodd  iinn  aanndd  tthhee  ccaarrss  ssppaarrkkllee..

CITROËN
has revealed
details about exciting
changes to its C2 and C3 line-up
which introduce fresh style features and a
choice of upgraded trims with new equipment and body
colours. The entire C2 range gets a fresh new face for summer, including the
green hot hatch 1.6 HDi 110bhp VTS which produces less than 120 g/km
CO2 whilst still achieving an impressive 0-62 mph in less than 10 seconds.

CC22::  Hot for the summer is a dynamic facelift, taking inspiration from con-
sumer demand for performance styling. The C2 update brings a distinctive
new radiator grille and an imposing one-piece front bumper and will be avail-
able with a choice of cool trims and equipment upgrades.

The smart option for the environmentally conscious, the C2 Stop & Start
now comes in the Rhythm trim and, together with the Cachet special edition,
gains lateral airbags as well as an aluminium effect surround on the centre
console. Combining performance, economy and environmental credentials,
the C2 VTS 1.6 HDi 110hp returns 64.2mpg on the combined cycle and is fit-
ted with a particulate filter system (DPFS) that virtually eliminates particle
emissions. It can also run on 30% bio-diesel which means that it combines
low emissions with the ability to utilise a renewable energy source.   

CC33:: Citroën’s family hatch line-up – the C3, also receives a strategic sum-
mer streamlining to three stylish trim levels - Vibe, Rhythm and Exclusive -
with equipment upgrades and updated colours. ‘Stop & Start’ technology is
now available on the C3 Rhythm model, which also feature air conditioning,
rain sensitive wipers, automatic headlamps, front folding armrests, front seat
back pockets and aluminium effect exterior door handles.

FFrreesshh  eerraa  iinn
ddiissppllaayyiinngg
nneeww  ccaarrss

NNeewwss



IIFF  YYOOUU aarree  llooookkiinngg  ttoo  bbuuyy  aa  uusseedd  ccaarr
wwhhiicchh  iiss  sseevveenn  yyeeaarrss  oolldd  oorr  lleessss,,  yyoouu’’llll
wwaanntt  ttoo  mmaakkee  ssuurree  yyoouu  ddoonn’’tt  ppaayy
tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  nnoossee  ffoorr  tthhee  rrooaadd  ffuunndd
lliicceennccee  ((TTAAXX))..  TThhiiss  ttaabbllee  wwiillll  hheellpp  yyoouu
ttoo  sseeee  wwhheerreeaabboouuttss  yyoouurr  ccaarr  ssiittss  iinn  tthhee
bbaannddiinnggss..

DDiieesseell  ccaarrss  ggeenneerraallllyy  ffaallll  iinnttoo  lloowweerr
ttaaxx  bbaannddss  bbeeccaauussee  tthheeyy  pprroodduuccee  lleessss
CCOO22  tthhaann  ppeettrrooll--ppoowweerreedd  eeqquuiivvaalleennttss..
HHoowweevveerr,,  ddiieesseell  iiss  mmoorree  ccoossttllyy  aatt  tthhee
ppuummpp,,  tthheerreeffoorree  tthhee  pprreevviioouuss  hhiigghheerr
MMPPGG  bbeenneeffiittss  ooff  ddrriivviinngg  aa  ddiieesseell  aarree
pprroobbaabbllyy  oouuttwweeiigghheedd  bbyy  tthhee  ffaacctt  iitt
ccoossttss  mmoorree  ttoo  bbuuyy  iinn  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ppllaaccee..

TTaakkee  aaccccoouunntt  ooff  wwhhaatt  yyoouu  aarree
uussiinngg  yyoouurr  ccaarr  ffoorr  mmoossttllyy..  IIff  iitt’’ss  lloonngg
jjoouurrnneeyyss  aanndd  ccoommmmuuttiinngg,,  ddiieesseell  iiss
mmoorree  ssuuiittaabbllee..  PPootttteerriinngg  ddoowwnn  ttoo  tthhee
sshhooppss  eevveerryy  nnooww  aanndd  tthheenn  wwiillll  mmaakkee
ppeettrrooll  tthhee  pprriimmaarryy  ccoonntteennddeerr..

IIff  kkeeeeppiinngg  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt’’ss
ggrreeeeddyy  ppaawwss  ooffff  yyoouurr  ‘‘hhaarrdd  eeaarrnneedd’’  iiss
rreeaallllyy  iimmppoorrttaanntt,,  aa  ssmmaallll--eennggiinneedd  ccaarr
iiss  tthhee  wwaayy  ttoo  ggoo..

Turning the tables on tax...
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TESTS BY environmental web-
site, Clean Green Cars, show
that current hybrids offer no sig-
nificant CO2 advantage over an
equivalent diesel of similar per-
formance. Having tested three
hybrids and three diesel mod-
els in similar circumstances,
the fuel consumption figures
showed that diesel models
generally used less fuel and
therefore emitted less CO2. 

The tests involved a return
trip from central London to
Brighton, which involved a mix of
urban, dual carriageway and motor-

way driving.
Jay Nagley, Publisher of Clean

Green Cars commented, “People may be sur-
prised to learn that hybrids are no better in the real
world than diesels, but our tests confirmed what we
had long suspected. Hybrid technology offers the
prospect of real benefits, but only with the next gen-

eration of plug-in hybrids using more advanced lithi-
um-ion batteries which are expected from 2010.”

Hybrids became popular in the USA because
they are the only alternative to conventional petrol
engines – diesel passenger cars are virtually
unknown in the United States.

With the exception of some Lexus models, which
can drive at 20 mph-plus on electric power, hybrids

generally spend almost no time driving on battery
power alone. The Prius barely gets above walking
pace before the engine cuts in, and the Civic uses
battery power to boost performance – it generally
does not drive the car alone.

Even the main advantage of hybrids – the fact
the engine does not usually idle at traffic lights – is
no better than a modern diesel with stop start tech-
nology .We also tested a Mini diesel with stop start
which achieved 50.7 mpg. Ironically, if the batteries
run down, a hybrid will automatically start the petrol
engine at traffic lights just to recharge the batteries. 

Said Richard Bremner, editor of Clean Green
Cars, “We are not anti-hybrids. The concept offers
the prospect of genuine fuel saving with models
promised from 2010 that will drive up to 40 miles
on electric charge. However, today’s models using
current battery technology offer no real environmen-
tal benefits for British drivers. For your next new car,
we would generally recommend an economical con-
ventional engine – for the one after that a hybrid
may make sense.”

RReeaadd  oouurr  iinntteerrvviieeww  wwiitthh  TTiiffff  NNeeeeddeellll  ––  PPaaggee  1155  ––  aanndd  wwiinn  hhiiss  ssuuppeerrccaarrss  DDVVDD

MMOOTTOORRIISSTTSS  ccaann  ccuutt  tthheeiirr  ffuueell  bbiillllss  bbyy
aallmmoosstt  tteenn  ppeennccee  iinn  tthhee  ppoouunndd  tthhiiss
wweeeekkeenndd  iiff  tthheeyy  aaddoopptt  ssmmaarrtteerr  ddrriivv--
iinngg  hhaabbiittss,,  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  RRooyyaall
AAuuttoommoobbiillee  CClluubb  FFoouunnddaattiioonn..

Eighty-five per cent of weekend
trips are made for social reasons,
including visiting friends and family,
shopping, and holiday-making. Far
from being optional, these journeys
boost the economy, particularly in
rural areas reliant on tourist spend-
ing, and contribute to the quality of
life in the UK by reinforcing social net-
works. 

But any motorist taking to the

road this weekend will be paying
between seven and eight per cent
more for fuel than they did over the
Easter weekend.  The RAC
Foundation's analysis of the cost of
weekend motoring finds that a typical
18-mile weekend trip now costs 15p
more for unleaded cars and 20p
more for diesel vehicles.

Adopting 'eco-driving' is a smart
and easy way for motorists to fight
back against recent fuel price
increases. Smarter driving can
reduce the cost of a 18-mile weekend
journey by 18-20p*, an effective cut
in the cost per litre of 9.5p, leaving

more money in the motorists' pocket
to spend at their destination.

Sheila Rainger, Deputy Director of
the Royal Automobile Club
Foundation said :“High fuel costs are
causing untold misery for UK
motorists. The good news is that
motorists can award themselves a

cut in fuel prices of 9p a litre by sim-
ply changing their driving habits - a
saving four times more generous
than the Chancellor, who has only
deferred his threatened 2p increase
to October and is sitting on his hands
while motorists struggle.”

SSaavvee  wwiitthh
ggoooodd  aaddvviiccee

The results of the tests were:

TTooyyoottaa  PPrriiuuss  vvss..  JJeeeepp  PPaattrriioott  22..00  CCRRDD
TTooyyoottaa  PPrriiuuss::        3399..99  mmppgg
JJeeeepp  PPaattrriioott::          3388..99  mmppgg

HHoonnddaa  CCiivviicc  vvss..  FFoorrdd  FFooccuuss  EEccoonneettiicc
HHoonnddaa  CCiivviicc  IIMMAA::                    4400..22  mmppgg
FFoorrdd  FFooccuuss  EEccoonneettiicc::        5522..77  mmppgg

LLeexxuuss  GGSS445500hh  vvss..  BBMMWW  553355dd
LLeexxuuss  GGSS  445500hh::                          2288..55  mmppgg
BBMMWW  553355dd::                                      3300..66  mmppgg

VED CO2 emissions 2008-9 (1) CO2 emissions 2009-10 2010-11
Band g/km standard rate g/km standard rate First Year Standard rate (4)
A Up to 100 0 U to 100 0 0 0
B 101-120 35 101-110 20 0 20
C 121-150 120 111-130 30 0 35
D 151-165 145 121-130 90 0 95
E 166-185 170 131-140 110 115 115
F Over 186 (2) 210 141-150 120 125 125
G Over 226 (3) 400 151-160 150 155 155
H 161-170 175 250 180
I 171-180 205 300 210
J 181-200 260 425 270
K 201-225 300 550 310
L 226-255 415 750 430
M Over 255 440 950 455

1: Effective from March 13, 2008
2: Cars registered before March 13, 2006
3: Cars registered on or after March 23, 2006
4: Alternative fuel car discount:
2009-10 £20 bands A-I, £15 bands J-M
2010-11 £10 all cars

TToopp  ttiippss  ffoorr  ssmmaarrtteerr  ddrriivviinngg::
11..  SSttiicckk  ttoo  tthhee  ssppeeeedd  lliimmiitt  --  ttrraavveelllliinngg  aatt  2200mmpphh  oovveerr  aa  ppoosstteedd  5500mmpphh

lliimmiitt  iinnccrreeaasseess  ffuueell  ccoonnssuummppttiioonn  bbyy  3300  ppeerr  cceenntt..
22..  PPllaann  yyoouurr  jjoouurrnneeyy  --  ddrriivviinngg  iinn  cciirrcclleess  llooookkiinngg  ffoorr  tthhee  rriigghhtt  rrooaadd  wwaasstteess

ffuueell  aass  wweellll  aass  ttiimmee..
33..  KKeeeepp  yyoouurr  ccaarr  rreegguullaarrllyy  sseerrvviicceedd
44..  CChheecckk  yyoouurr  ttyyrree  pprreessssuurreess  rreegguullaarrllyy  --  uunnddeerriinnffllaatteedd  ttyyrreess  mmaakkee  tthhee

eennggiinnee  wwoorrkk  hhaarrddeerr  ttoo  mmoovvee  tthhee  ccaarr..
55..  DDrriivvee  ssmmooootthhllyy  --  rraacciinngg  aawwaayy  ffrroomm  tthhee  lliigghhttss  aanndd  jjaammmmiinngg  oonn  tthhee

bbrraakkeess  iiss  bbaadd  ffoorr  ssaaffeettyy  aass  wweellll  aass  ffuueell  eeccoonnoommyy..
66..  TTaakkee  tthhee  rrooooff  rraacckk  ooffff  --  eemmppttyy  bbaarrss  iinnccrreeaassee  ffuueell  uussee  bbyy  aass  mmuucchh  aass

1100  ppeerr  cceenntt..
77..  RReedduuccee  wweeiigghhtt  iinn  tthhee  ccaarr  bbyy  ddeecclluutttteerriinngg  uunnnneecceessssaarryy  hheeaavvyy  iitteemmss
88..  AAvvooiidd  ttrraavveelllliinngg  dduurriinngg  ppeeaakk  hhoouurrss  --  bbuutt  iiff  yyoouu  ddoo  ggeett  ccaauugghhtt  iinn  aa  jjaamm,,

sswwiittcchh  ooffff  aanndd  rreedduuccee  ffuueell  ccoonnssuummppttiioonn  ttoo  zzeerroo..
99..  UUssee  aaiirr  ccoonnddiittiioonniinngg  aapppprroopprriiaatteellyy,,  aanndd  sswwiittcchh  ooffff  ootthheerr  eelleeccttrriiccaall

iitteemmss  wwhheenn  nnoott  nneeeeddeedd..

wwwwww..tthheeaaaa..ccoomm  wwiillll  tteellll  yyoouu
aallll  yyoouu  nneeeedd  ttoo  kknnooww......

Tests reveal facts about hybrids
NNeewwss



AUGUST MOTORS HONDA 
Churchfi elds Road, Salisbury SP2 7PW. Call 01722 412 222 or visit www.augustmotors.co.uk
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BBuuiilltt  ttoo
llaasstt  eevveenn
lloonnggeerr

RREECCEENNTTLLYY II  hhaadd  tthhee  pplleeaassuurree  ooff  ddrriivviinngg  660000  mmiilleess  iinn
aa  HHoonnddaa  AAccccoorrdd  TToouurreerr  ((eessttaattee))..  II  wwaass  iimmpprreesssseedd  bbyy
tthhee  ccaarr’’ss  ssmmooootthh,,  ttoorrqquueeyy  22..22  lliittrree  ddiieesseell  eennggiinnee,,  iittss
ccoommpprreehheennssiivveellyy--eeqquuiippppeedd,,  ggeenneerroouuss  ppaasssseennggeerr
aaccccoommmmooddaattiioonn,,  iittss  uusseerr--ffrriieennddllyy  llooaadd  ccoommppaarrttmmeenntt
((ccoommpplleettee  wwiitthh  oohh--ssoo--sseennssiibbllee  ppuusshh  bbuuttttoonn  ooppeerraa--
ttiioonn  ffoorr  ooppeenniinngg  aanndd  cclloossiinngg  tthhee  ttaaiillggaattee))  aanndd  iittss
eexxcceelllleenntt  ffuueell  ccoonnssuummppttiioonn  ––  wweellll  oovveerr  5500  mmppgg  iinn
rreeaall  wwoorrlldd  ddrriivviinngg  ccoonnddiittiioonnss..

All’s well so far then. Even more impressive was
the fact that the car I was test-driving was in fact the
outgoing model. So if this car was so good, why on
earth should it need to be upgraded, and just how
could it be improved anyway?

Well, Honda has never been a company to rest
on its laurels. Although the previous Accord truly was
an excellent modern vehicle, the company set out to
produce a new version which is better still, and
aimed firmly at ‘premium’ models from rival manu-
facturers.

Developed from its good-looking predecessor,
and available in both saloon and extremely spacious
estate forms (offered in a range of specification lev-
els), the newcomer features cutting-edge sporty
styling, and is both wider and lower than the previ-
ous Accord.

All three engines available in the new car (2.0
and 2.4 litre petrol, plus 2.2 litre diesel) are Euro 5
emissions compliant. Honda’s new 150 PS i-DTEC
diesel unit (rotated by 180 degrees within the
engine bay, compared with its predecessor) is more
powerful, smoother and cleaner-running than the
much-praised outgoing motor. Piezo injectors are
employed, providing more precise fuel delivery, in
multiple stages. The new injection system operates
in conjunction with a new, variable nozzle tur-
bocharger, the overall result being improved econo-
my and lower emissions, due to lean burn combus-
tion.

The suspension and steering systems have been

revised and the track dimensions widened to pro-
vide more agile handling. Safety has been given very
high priority, and Honda’s Vehicle Stability Assist
package is standard-fit across the range.

Advanced technology has been applied through-
out the new Accord, not least in terms of safety sys-
tems. Honda’s Advanced Driver Assist System
(‘ADAS’) is optionally available on EX and EX GT ver-
sions, and incorporates three distinct technologies.
The Collision Mitigation Braking System (‘CMBS’)
uses a millimetre-wave radar sensor located in the
grille, to sense when a collision may be imminent,
and to alert the driver/apply the brakes, as required.
The Lane Keeping Assist System (‘LKAS’) uses cam-
era images to identify the lane in which the vehicle
is travelling, and alerts the driver if the car changes
lane without driver input on the steering or indica-
tors (and corrects the vehicle’s path, if necessary).
Adaptive Cruise Control (‘ACC’) operates like a nor-
mal cruise control system, but in addition can con-
trol the car’s speed and distance relative to the vehi-
cle ahead. Superior HID Xenon headlamps can also
be specified as part of the ADAS package.

I have sampled both saloon and Tourer (estate)
versions of the brand new Accord, and have tried
both petrol engines (the two litre i-VTEC unit per-
formed very well; the 2.4 litre motor was even more
powerful) as well as the lively, torquey and frugal
new diesel. The outgoing 2.2 litre diesel engine was
good, but the new unit is even more refined, and
provides particularly eager performance throughout
the rev range. It pulls very happily from low engine
speeds, and this contributes to the enjoyment of
driving the new model, whether in town use or out
on the open road. I found that at motorway speeds
the Accord cruised very easily and quietly.

In addition, in both petrol and diesel versions, I

felt that the new Accord’s handling and roadholding
characteristics (already safe and enjoyable in the
previous model) had been lifted to a new level.
When taking the car through a meandering series of
bends, the steering response was pin-sharp and
body roll minimal; the vehicle was always enjoyable
to drive, and when required, the brakes were
smooth and powerful in operation too.

The interiors are finished to a very high standard
and the seats are comfortable, as is the ride quality.
Minus points? Rear seat leg room is a little limited
for long-legged passengers.

Boot space in the saloons is good, and the flat-
floored load compartment in the estate versions is
huge. Honda has retained push-button operation for
the tailgate. This is invaluable if you are approaching
the car with your arms full (especially if it’s raining);
a touch on the key fob button instantly opens (or
closes) the tailgate; there’s an additional dash-
mounted button too
THE VERDICT
I felt that the outgoing Accords were excellent
vehicles. However the new models are better
still. They feel solid and well-built, and are
dynamically impressive, desirable machines. �

Honda Accord 2.2 i-DTEC
ES GT Tourer VITALS:
EEnnggiinnee::  22119999cccc  ffoouurr  ccyylliinnddeerr  ttuurrbboo  ddiieesseell..
00--6622  mmpphh:: 99..88  sseeccoonnddss
TToopp  ssppeeeedd:: 113300  mmpphh
MMaaxx  ppoowweerr:: 115500  PPSS  @@  44,,000000  rrppmm
MMaaxx  ttoorrqquuee:: 335500  NNmm  @@  22,,000000  rrppmm
‘‘CCoommbbiinneedd’’  ffuueell  ccoonnssuummppttiioonn::  4477..88  mmppgg
CCoo22  eemmiissssiioonnss:: 115555  ggmm//kkmm
TThheeoorreettiiccaall  rraannggee  oonn  aa  ffuullll  ttaannkk::  OOvveerr  773355  mmiilleess
‘‘OOnn  tthhee  RRooaadd’’  pprriiccee::  ££2233,,221100
((NNeeww  AAccccoorrdd  pprriicceess  ssttaarrtt  aatt  ££2200,,111100))
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FFiirrsstt  IImmpprreessssiioonnss::  EExxeeccuuttiivvee  rraannggee NNeeww  HHoonnddaa  AAccccoorrdd

BByy  KKiimm  HHeennssoonn

All-new Honda Accord 2.2 i-DTEC ES GT Tourer

The all-new Honda Accord Saloon is available from August Motors, Churchfields



THE Hograost is not an event for dyslexic chefs,
it is a motorcycle enthusiasts gathering, where
friends eat, sleep and drink motorcycles for a
whole weekend, whilst savouring the delights
of a delicious hog roast – or two, courtesy of
organiser Andover baker Steve Burbidge.

For the sixth year the event is held at
Andover Rugby Club, The Goodship Ground,
Foxcotte Park, Andover, Hants SP11 0TA.

Proceeds from the get-together go to
local charities and this year will see
St.Michael's Hospice in Basingstoke ben-
efiting. Money from the entry fee also
goes towards entertainment, food, ride-
outs and side shows.
New for 2008 a talk by Polar Challenge

2008 entrants on their recent race to the mag-
netic North Pole experience.

Book online at www.hograost.com
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AAsskk  tthhee  EEXXPPEERRTTSS......
IIFF  YYOOUU hhaavvee  aa  pprroobblleemm  wwiitthh  yyoouurr  mmoottoorrccyyccllee,,  sseenndd  yyoouurr  qquueessttiioonn  ttoo  uuss  aanndd  wwee’’llll  ppuutt  iitt  ttoo  tthhee  gguuyyss  aatt  SSJJSS  MMoottoorrccyycclleess..
TThheeyy  wwiillll  bbee  aabbllee  ttoo  aaddvviissee  oonn  aallll  kkiinnddss  ooff  mmoottoorrccyyccllee--rreellaatteedd  iissssuueess..  EEmmaaiill  qquueerriieess  ttoo  rruubbbbeerrssoouullss@@mmoottooppiiaa..ccoo..uukk

MMoottoorrccyyccllee  nneewwss

Unit 3 Norton Enterprise Park
Whittle Road, Churchfields Ind Est

Salisbury, Wilts SP2 7YS

Email:
shaun@sjsmotorcycles.co.uk

www.sjsmotorcycles.co.uk

Parts • SalesParts • Sales
Service and RepairsService and Repairs

Ride-outs March to October
Tel: 01722 337999 • Fax: 01722 337555

Mobile: 07767 364833

HHeellmmeett  rraattiinnggss  ccoouulldd
ssaavvee  5500  lliivveess  aa  yyeeaarr

IIFF  YYOOUU’’RREE  llooookkiinngg  ffoorr  aa  ttoopp  sseelleeccttiioonn
ooff  bbiikkee  cclleeaanniinngg  fflluuiiddss  aanndd  aacccceess--
ssoorriieess  ttoo  kkeeeepp  yyoouurr  ccrroottcchh  rroocckkeett  iinn
ttiipp  ttoopp  ccoonnddiittiioonn,,  llooookk  nnoo  ffuurrtthheerr  tthhaann
tthhee  llaatteesstt  rraannggee  ffrroomm  MMuucc  OOffff..

TThhee  sseelleeccttiioonn  ooff  cclleeaannsseerrss  aanndd
aacccceessssoorriieess  iiss  eennoouugghh  ttoo  ppuutt  tthhee  mmaakkee--
uupp  ccoouunntteerr  iinn  DDeebbeennhhaammss  ttoo  sshhaammee..

BBiikkee  lloovveerrss--ttuurrnneedd--ssccrruubbbbeerrss  oonn  tthhee
wweeeekkeenndd  wwiillll  ffiinndd  tthheemmsseellvveess  ggeettttiinngg  aallll
iinn  aa  llaatthheerr  oovveerr  tthhee  ssmmeellll  aanndd  ssooffttnneessss  ooff
tthhee  nneeww  rraannggee,,  wwhhiicchh  iinncclluuddeess  bbrruusshheess,,
wwiippeess,,  sspprraayyss,,  cchhaaiinn  cclleeaanneerrss  aanndd  ccllootthhss..
NNaanneettttee  NNeewwmmaann  ‘‘eeaatt  yyoouurr  hheeaarrtt  oouutt’’..

AAvvaaiillaabbllee  nnooww  aatt  SSJJSS  MMoottoorrccyycclleess  iinn
WWhhiittttllee  RRooaadd,,  CChhuurrcchhffiieellddss,,  MMuucc  OOffff  aassssuurreess
aa  sshhooww--rroooomm  sshhiinnee..

MMaarriiggoollddss  nnoott  iinncclluuddeedd..

TThhee  ‘‘mmuucckk’’
ssttooppss  hheerree

GGeett  rreeaaddyy ffoorr aa RRaaoossttiinngg
HHooggrraaoosstt  --  JJuullyy  44tthh,,  55tthh  aanndd  66tthh

wwwwww..hhooggrraaoosstt..ccoomm

FFIIFFTTYY  LLIIVVEESS  aa  yyeeaarr  ccoouulldd  bbee  ssaavveedd  bbyy  ggrroouunndd--bbrreeaakk--
iinngg  mmoottoorrccyyccllee  hheellmmeett  ssaaffeettyy  rraattiinnggss  rreevveeaalleedd  ttooddaayy
bbyy  RRooaadd  SSaaffeettyy  MMiinniisstteerr  JJiimm  FFiittzzppaattrriicckk..  RRaattiinnggss  ffoorr
5566  ooff  tthhee  mmoosstt  ppooppuullaarr  ffuullll  ffaaccee  hheellmmeettss  oonn  tthhee  mmaarr--
kkeett  wweerree  ppuubblliisshheedd  aafftteerr  tteessttiinngg  bbyy  SSHHAARRPP  --  tthhee
SSaaffeettyy  HHeellmmeett  AAsssseessssmmeenntt  aanndd  RRaattiinngg  PPrrooggrraammmmee
sseett  uupp  iinn  aa  wwoorrlldd--ffiirrsstt  bbyy  tthhee  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ffoorr
TTrraannssppoorrtt  llaasstt  yyeeaarr..  

The SHARP tests - which award ratings of
between one and five stars - showed that the safety
performance of helmets can vary by as much as
70%. Jim Fitzpatrick said: 

"Too many motorcyclists - 599 in 2006 - are
dying on our roads. They account for just 1% of all
road traffic, but for 19% of all those killed. "But if all
riders wore the safest helmets available 50 lives

could be saved each year. That is why we started the
innovative SHARP scheme and are delighted to pub-
lish the first results today. 

"Helmets from across a wide price range and
from a variety of manufacturers have received four
or five stars - so all riders should be able to find a
high-scoring helmet in a size and style that fits them
and at a price they want to pay." 

All helmets must meet minimum legal safety
standards but the SHARP scheme uses a wider
range of tests to provide riders with more informa-
tion on how much protection a helmet can provide
in a crash. The objective advice will help riders to
chose the safest helmet suitable for them. For more
information about the SHARP programme, visit the
SHARP website at www.direct.gov.uk/sharp. 

AA  ccoouuppllee  ooff  vviissiittoorrss  ttoo  llaasstt  yyeeaarr’’ss  HHooggrraaoosstt



Dougie raises
the roof at
Goodwood

MMoottoorriinngg  oorrggaanniissaattiioonn  sseeeekkss
ttoo  hheellpp  iimmpprroovvee  ccyycclliisstt  ssaaffeettyy
AA  NNEEWW,,  ffrreeee  ccyycclliinngg  ssaaffeettyy  lleeaafflleett  hhaass  bbeeeenn  llaauunncchheedd  tthhiiss
wweeeekk,,  bbyy  rrooaadd  ssaaffeettyy  cchhaammppiioonn  GGEEMM  MMoottoorriinngg  AAssssiisstt..    TThhee
lleeaafflleett,,  AA  GGuuiiddee  ttoo  SSaaffeerr  CCyycclliinngg,,  ccoonnttaaiinnss  aa  wweeaalltthh  ooff
iinntteerreessttiinngg  aanndd  hheellppffuull  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ddeessiiggnneedd  ttoo  mmaakkee
ccyyccllee  jjoouurrnneeyyss  ssaaffeerr  aanndd  mmoorree  eennjjooyyaabbllee..

Cycling has never been so popular.  Green issues,
health reasons and rising costs of motoring and public
transport have encouraged more people towards embrac-
ing two-wheeled transport.  Nationwide, families, post-
men, policemen as well as commuters and city dwellers
and even politicians such as Boris Johnson and David
Cameron are all using this faster, cheaper and greener
method to get around. 

Unfortunately, cycling does not come without its dan-
gers. 

Having gathered inside knowledge from its motorist
members, the true extent of a cyclist’s vulnerability is
clear. GEM hopes by sharing this insight, together with
other useful information, the number of accidents (cur-
rently is estimated to be as many as 150,000 per year)
could be reduced.

“Cycling offers great exercise and excellent opportuni-
ties for family days out as well as providing an alternative

means of getting to and from work and school,” says GEM
chief executive David Williams MBE. “But cyclists are vul-
nerable road users.  When no cycle tracks are available
they have to share the road with cars, lorries and buses –
and have little or no protection against collisions.”

Mr Williams continued: “This may help explain why
every year more than 15,000 cyclists are killed or injured
in reported road accidents. However, the fear is that as
many as 90% of cycle accidents go unreported, especial-
ly if no other vehicle or person is involved, hence the high-
er figure quoted.”

The GEM leaflet contains up-to-date information on
cyclists and the law, helmet use and high-visibility cloth-
ing, maintenance, carrying children and using public
transport.  There is also a special section on safer family
cycling, with specific advice on how adults and children
can ride together in the safest possible way.

Copies of the leaflet are available by emailing leafle-
trequest@motoringassist.com, calling 0845 964 5505 or
writing to GEM Motoring Assist, Station Road, Forest Row,
East Sussex, RH18 5EN.

ON JULY 11th-13th the annual Festival of Speed opens its
gates to around 150,000 motor racing enthusiasts, 100
top motor sport competitors and over 350 mouth-water-
ing competition cars and motorcycles, making the
Goodwood event the largest of its kind in Europe.

One of the legendary names making his Goodwood
public debut at this July’s Festival will be twelve-time indi-
vidual World Trials Champion Dougie Lampkin.  

Lampkin has been competing at the highest level of
competition for over 15 years and recently won the
famous Scottish Six Day Trial.  He also narrowly missed
out on a podium at the last round of the 2008 FIM SPEA
Trial World Championship, at the Weider Japanese Grand
Prix.  

At the Festival he will be given the key to Goodwood
Park and could well turn up anywhere at any time during
the event.  Name a place, and Dougie will be there!

To get a ‘feel’ of the location, Dougie visited

Goodwood House earlier this week, entering through the
front door on two wheels, rather than two feet.  He then
proceeded to ride right through Goodwood House, includ-
ing the Earl of March’s private library, staircase and
office, before riding up onto the roof of the House to have
a glass of champagne and survey the site where he will
be performing next month.  What’s more impressive is
that he didn’t put a foot down at any point on the course,
and incurred no penalty points whatsoever!

A short video of Dougie’s adventurous day out at
Goodwood can be viewed at www.goodwood.co.uk

Dougie will be joined by a feast of fellow motorcycling
competitors, as the Festival of Speed gathers together its
largest collection to date of iconic motorcycles and
famous riders from the world of motorcycling both past
and present.  

For further information please contact the Goodwood
Ticket Hotline:Telephone: +44 1243 755055
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FFOOLLLLOOWWIINNGG  TTHHEE  aannnnoouunncceemmeenntt  llaasstt
mmoonntthh  ooff  aa  nneeww  ccoolloouurr  sscchheemmee  ffoorr  tthhee
GGSSXX--RR11000000,,  SSuuzzuukkii  GGBB  hhaass  nnooww
aaddddeedd  aa  ffuurrtthheerr  ttwwoo  ccoolloouurr  ooppttiioonnss  ttoo
tthheeiirr  SSuuppeerrssppoorrtt  rraannggee,,  wwiitthh  aa  nneeww  lliimm--
iitteedd  wwhhiittee  GGSSXX11330000RR  HHaayyaabbuussaa  aanndd
aann  oorraannggee  aanndd  bbllaacckk  GGSSXX--RR775500..

AAvvaaiillaabbllee  nnooww  ffrroomm  aannyy  aauutthhoorriisseedd
SSuuzzuukkii  ddeeaalleerr,,  tthhee  ttwwoo  nneeww  aaddddiittiioonnss
ooffffeerr  ggrreeaatteerr  cchhooiiccee  ffoorr  ccuussttoommeerrss,,
bbrroouugghhtt  aabboouutt  bbyy  ccoonnssuummeerr  iinntteerreesstt  aatt
tthhee  mmaannyy  oouuttddoooorr  eevveennttss  tthhaatt  SSuuzzuukkii
GGBB  aatttteenndd..

FFoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oonn  tthhiiss  oorr  aannyy
ootthheerr  SSuuzzuukkii  mmooddeell,,  vviissiitt  yyoouurr  llooccaall
aauutthhoorriisseedd  SSuuzzuukkii  ddeeaalleerr,,  lloogg  oonn  ttoo
wwwwww..ssuuzzuukkii..ccoo..uukk..

SSuuzzuukkiiss  sshhooww
nneeww  ccoolloouurrss

• Units 1 to 4 Larkhill Road, Tel: 01980 653647
• Durrington • Wiltshire • SP4 8DS Fax: 01980 655662

Specialist in Acrylic Thermoforming, Vacuum Forming and G.R.P.

The only manufacturer of genuine ‘Avon’
and ‘Rickman’ motorcycle screens

LLuuccaass MMiittcchheennaallll AAcccceessssoorriieess LLttdd

JJUULLYY  1166  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr  iiss  RRiiddee  ttoo  WWoorrkk
DDaayy,,  aa  hhiigghhlliigghhtt  ooff  NNaattiioonnaall
MMoottoorrccyyccllee  WWeeeekk  rruunnnniinngg  ffrroomm
1144tthh  ––  2200tthh  JJuullyy..

TThhee  iinndduussttrryy’’ss  ccaammppaaiiggnn,,  NNooww’’ss
tthhee  TTiimmee,,  ddrraawwss  aatttteennttiioonn  ttoo
cchhaannggeess  iinn  bbiikkee  tteesstt  lleeggiissllaattiioonn  aanndd
hhiigghhlliigghhttss  tthhee  aaddvvaannttaaggeess  ooff  mmoottoorr--
ccyycclliinngg..

TThhee  cchhaannggeess  ttaakkee  eeffffeecctt  aatt  tthhee
eenndd  ooff  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  aanndd  tthhee  MMCCIIAA
pprroovviiddeess  hheellppffuull  gguuiiddaannccee  aatt
wwwwww..ttaakkeeyyoouurrtteessttnnooww..ccoomm..  

TThhee  mmoottoorrccyyccllee  iinndduussttrryy  iiss  ccaallll--
iinngg  oonn  eemmppllooyyeerrss  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  bbeetttteerr
ffaacciilliittiieess  ffoorr  eemmppllooyyeeeess  wwhhoo  rriiddee
mmoottoorrccyycclleess,,  ssccooootteerrss  aanndd  mmooppeeddss
ttoo  wwoorrkk..

NNooww’’ss  TThhee  TTiimmee

MMoottoorrccyyccllee  nneewwss
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FFiirrsstt  iimmpprreessssiioonnss::  EEssttaattee  ccaarr MMeerrcceeddeess--BBeennzz  CC--CCllaassss  EEssttaattee

WWHHEENN iinnttrroodduucceedd  llaasstt  yyeeaarr,,  tthhee  llaatteesstt  MMeerrcceeddeess--
BBeennzz  CC--CCllaassss  ssaalloooonnss  ddrreeww  mmuucchh  pprraaiissee  ffoorr  pprroovviidd--
iinngg  eexxcciittiinngg  ddrriivviinngg  ddyynnaammiiccss,,  aanndd  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  oovveerraallll
ccoommppeetteennccee..  NNeeww  ffiivvee--ddoooorr  eessttaattee  mmooddeellss  aarree  nnooww
aavvaaiillaabbllee,,  bbaasseedd  oonn  tthhee  ssaammee  ssaaffee  aanndd  ssoopphhiissttiiccaatt--
eedd  cchhaassssiiss  aass  tthhee  ssaalloooonn,,  bbuutt  wwiitthh  tthhee  aaddddiittiioonnaall
pprraaccttiiccaalliittyy  aaffffoorrddeedd  bbyy  ssppaacciioouuss  dduuaall--ppuurrppoossee  bbooddyy--
wwoorrkk..

The cavernous load compartment (up to 1,500
litres) is accessed by a wide-opening ‘Easy Pack’
tailgate which can be opened or closed by pushing a
button. Loading is easy into the flat-floored rear
compartment.

Comprehensive built-in safety systems are incor-
porated into all versions, and include ‘Pre-Safe’ (an
‘anticipatory occupant protection system), Adaptive
Braking, seven airbags and crash-responsive Neck-
Pro front head restraints.

Eight engine choices are offered (five petrol units
plus three diesels), with fuel consumption improved
by up to 12 per cent compared with their predeces-
sors. For example the C 200 CDI attains 47.1 mpg
on the ‘Combined’ cycle (previously 41.5 mpg).

As with the saloons, the estates are sold in SE,
Elegance and Sport versions, each with subtle
styling differences, but all featuring a host of useful
features to help make more enjoyable long hours
behind the wheel. 
ON THE ROAD

I have driven examples from across the range,
and can confirm that all are impressive performers,
offering excellent road manners, refinement and
comfort as well as load-lugging ability. Ride quality,
handling and roadholding are of the highest order in
all versions, and all felt secure and safe in windy
conditions. The interiors are beautifully appointed

and the seats comfortable. To be honest, in every-
day use I don’t think I would be disappointed with
any of the models I drove, although each has its own
unique set of characteristics.

The entry-level, supercharged petrol-powered C
180 Kompressor, costing £24,630, produces 156
bhp from its 1.8-litre engine, and, driving through a
six-speed manual gearbox, provides lively accelera-
tion. At 70 mph on motorways, the rev counter on
the test car was indicating 2,800 rpm, at which
speed the vehicle was refined and quiet-running.
The ‘Combined’ fuel consumption figure for this ver-
sion is a respectable 39.8 mpg.

A little quicker off the mark, and faster-accelerat-
ing when on the move, is the diesel-powered C 220
CDi Sport. I found this to be a delightfully easy car to
drive, and fun too, helped by the prodigious
amounts of low speed torque produced by the gem
of a diesel engine. It pulls strongly from low rpm, and
when cruising at high speeds is hushed. The
‘Combined’ fuel consumption figure for this model is
46.3 mpg. The price? £29,655.

For those requiring the ultimate in refinement
and turbine-smooth running, the C350 Sport fits the
bill; the price of this model is £37, 205.

Under the long, elegant bonnet is a V6 petrol
engine of 3.5 litres capacity, producing 272 bhp and
350 Nm of torque. This is mated to a smooth-oper-
ating seven speed G-Tronic automatic transmission,
resulting in effortless progress at all speeds.

Despite the huge amounts of power available,
fuel consumption is reasonable, at 28.5 mpg for the
‘Combined’ cycle.

THE VERDICT
I was extremely impressed when last year I

drove the C-Class saloons; they performed
admirably, especially considering the awful weather
conditions I encountered during my test drives. I
have found that the new estates are just as good, in
terms of their solidity, mechanical smoothness and
driving dynamics, and they are even more practical.
I loved the oh-so-smooth, petrol-powered 3.5-litre C
350, but in these days of huge fuel prices, for me
the torquey diesels would be more appropriate,
especially for high mileage motoring.�

Vital statistics:
PPrriiccee  ((eexxaammpplleess))::  CC118800  KKoommpprreessssoorr  SSEE
££2244,,663300  ((eennttrryy  lleevveell  ttoo  rraannggee))
CC  222200  CCDDII  SSppoorrtt  ((ddiieesseell))  ££2299,,665555
CC335500  SSppoorrtt  ((ppeettrrooll))  ££3377,,220055  ((ttoopp  mmooddeell  iinn
rraannggee))

CC222200  CCDDII  SSppoorrtt  ((ddiieesseell))::
EEnnggiinnee::  FFoouurr  ccyylliinnddeerr  ttuurrbboo  ddiieesseell
CCaappaacciittyy::  22114488cccc
TToopp  ssppeeeedd:: 111188  mmpphh
00--6622  mmpphh:: 88..55  sseeccoonnddss
MMaaxx..  ppoowweerr:: 117700  bbhhpp  @@  33,,880000  rrppmm
MMaaxx..  ttoorrqquuee::  440000  NNmm  @@  22,,000000  rrppmm
‘‘CCoommbbiinneedd’’  ffuueell  ccoonnssuummppttiioonn::  4466..33  mmppgg
TThheeoorreettiiccaall  rraannggee  oonn  aa  ffuullll  ttaannkk::
AApppprrooxxiimmaatteellyy  775500  mmiilleess
CCaarrbboonn  DDiiooxxiiddee  eemmiissssiioonnss::  MMaannuuaall,,  116611
ggmm//kkmm;;  AAuuttoo,,  118800  ggmm//kkmm

KKiimm  HHeennssoonn  rreevviieewwss  tthhee  MMeerrcceeddeess--BBeennzz  CC--CCllaassss  EEssttaattee  rraannggee

LLooaaddss  ooff
ggrreeaattnneessss
iinn  tthheessee
eessttaatteess

Established for five years PKF Engineering’s BMW,
Mercedes-Benz, VW and Audi trained technicians

offer guaranteed craftsmanship with genuine
manufacturer parts used for all repairs.

For servicing, repairs, diagnostics, routine maintenance,
or if you require a quotation for work please call

www.pkfengineering.com

• Tel: 01722 410110 • Fax: 01722 410775
Unit 3, Farm Lane Business Centre, Churchfields Road,

Salisbury, SP2 7NG (behind August Motors)

DO YOU DRIVE A MERCEDES-BENZ, VW, AUDI OR BMW?
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WWIINN  AA  DDVVDD
MMOOTTOOPPIIAA  hhaass  ffiivvee  ccooppiieess  ooff  tthhee
DDVVDD  ttoo  ggiivvee  aawwaayy..  JJuusstt  aannsswweerr
tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  qquueessttiioonn  ffoorr  yyoouurr
cchhaannccee  ttoo  wwiinn  oonnee::
HHooww  mmaannyy  ttiimmeess  hhaass  TTiiffff  rraacceedd
aatt  LLee  MMaannss??
SSeenndd  yyoouurr  aannsswweerr  aanndd  ddeettaaiillss
oonn  aa  ppoossttccaarrdd  ttoo,,  SSuuppeerrccaarr
CCoommppeettiittiioonn  MMoottooppiiaa  mmaaggaazziinnee::
2244  BBeeaammoonntt  WWaayy,,  AAmmeessbbuurryy,,
SSPP44  77UUAA  bbyy  nnoo  llaatteerr  tthhaann  JJuullyy
1166tthh..

LLOOCCAALL  llaadd  TTiiffff  NNeeeeddeellll  iiss  pprroobbaabbllyy  bbeesstt  kknnoowwnn  ffoorr  ccoo--pprreesseennttiinngg  CChhaannnneell  FFiivvee’’ss  FFiifftthh  GGeeaarr  TTVV  mmoottoorriinngg
mmaaggaazziinnee..  HHoowweevveerr,,  hhee  hhaass  eennjjooyyeedd  aa  lloonngg  ccaarreeeerr  oonn  tthhee  rraaccee  ttrraacckk,,  ccoommppeettiinngg  iinn  mmaannyy  ddiiffffeerreenntt  cchhaamm--
ppiioonnsshhiippss..  TTiiffff  ppuuttss  tthhiiss  eexxppeerriieennccee  ttoo  ggoooodd  uussee  tthheessee  ddaayyss  aanndd  ddeemmoonnssttrraatteess  tthhee  hhaannddlliinngg  pprroowweessss  ooff  aallll
tthhee  ttoopp  mmaarrqquueess,,  aanndd  ooccccaassiioonnaallllyy  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  mmoorree  ddoowwnn--ttoo--eeaarrtthh  mmooddeellss,,  ffoorr  FFiifftthh  GGeeaarr  vviieewweerrss..

TTVV  ttrraacckkmmaasstteerr
ttaakkeess  ttiimmee  oouutt

BBrriieeff  eennccoouunntteerr::  TTiiffff  NNeeeeddeellll

FELLOW petrol heads will be
delighted to hear that
‘Needles’ has released a DVD

collection of his favourite supercar
reviews, and Team Motopia was
even more delighted to speak to
Tiff and ask him some questions
about all sorts of driving topics.

MMTT::  WWhhaatt  iiss  yyoouurr  ffaavvoouurriittee
ssuuppeerrccaarr  ooff  tthhee  mmooddeerrnn  ddaayy  aanndd
wwhhaatt  iiss  yyoouurr  ffaavvoouurriittee  ccllaassssiicc
ssppoorrttssccaarr??
TN: It has to be the Maclaren F1.
It does everything right. It has the
right driving position, engine
performance and packaging. It’s
perfect. I’m not seriously into the
older supercars but, for fun, I
really enjoy driving the old Lister
Jaguar at Goodwood each year.
MMTT::  AAss  aa  sseeaassoonneedd  pprrooffeessssiioonnaall,,
wwhhiicchh  iiss  yyoouurr  ffaavvoouurriittee  cciirrccuuiitt??
TN: Le Mans, as it has been the
centre of my racing career. I have
raced there 14 times. It’s got
history and all my heroes have
raced there. It’s part public road,
part race track, which makes it all
the more exciting. And, it’s
completely the opposite to the
purpose-built, characterless F1
circuits.
MMTT::  FF11  iiss  ttooppss  wwhheenn  iitt  ccoommeess  ttoo
bbiigg  bbuussiinneessss  aanndd  ‘‘cceelleebbrriittyy’’..  WWhhiicchh
ootthheerr  mmoottoorr  rraacciinngg  ccllaasssseess  wwoouulldd
yyoouu  lliikkee  ttoo  sseeee  mmoorree  ooff  oonn
tteelleevviissiioonn??

TN: I think there’s enough
motorsport on television now, with
all those extra channels. I see a
lot of Nascar and Champ Car, etc.
It seems to be on all the channels.
(This is where I confess to not
watching enough television to
know how much motorsport is
actually aired on the box - MT)
MMTT::  AAss  ssoommeeoonnee  wwhhoossee  ccaarreeeerr
hhaass  rreevvoollvveedd  aarroouunndd  tthhee
aauuttoommoottiivvee  bbuussiinneessss,,  ddoo  yyoouu  ssttiillll
ffiinndd  tthhee  ttiimmee  ttoo  ddrriivvee  ffoorr  pplleeaassuurree,,
ffoorr  yyoouurrsseellff??
TN: Yes, I enjoy driving every day.
Wherever I’m going I always enjoy
it. 
MMTT::  WWhhiicchh  iiss  yyoouurr  ffaavvoouurriittee  rroouuttee
ffoorr  aa  SSuunnddaayy  aafftteerrnnoooonn  rriiddee??
TN: The drive home is always an
enjoyable one.
MMTT::  WWhhaatt  wwaass  yyoouurr  ffaavvoouurriittee
ssuubbjjeecctt  aatt  sscchhooooll  aanndd  ddiidd  iitt  hhaavvee
aann  iimmppaacctt  oonn  tthhee  cchhooiicceess  yyoouu
mmaaddee  wwhheenn  yyoouu  ddeecciiddeedd  oonn  yyoouurr
ccaarreeeerr??
TN: Maths and physics were my
two best subjects. I have an
Honours Degree in civil
engineering,, which is the career I
took up when I left university.
MMTT::  WWhhaatt  ddoo  yyoouu  sseeee  yyoouurrsseellff
ddooiinngg  nnooww  iiff  yyoouu  nneevveerr  bbeeccaammee  aa
rraacciinngg  ddrriivveerr??
TN: I did spend some years as a
structural design engineer, so I’d
probably be doing that. I’m happy
to confess to designing a
multistory office building in
Basingstoke, as well as some of
the M5 motorway.
MMTT::  DDoo  yyoouu  hhaavvee  aannyy  rreeggrreettss
ccaarreeeerr  wwiissee??
TN: No regrets.
MMTT::  YYoouu  mmuusstt  rreelliisshh  tthhee
ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ttoo  ddrriivvee  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee
mmoosstt  bbeeaauuttiiffuull  ccaarrss  oonn  tthhee  ppllaanneett,,
bbuutt  iiff  yyoouu  wweerree  llooookkiinngg  ttoo  bbuuyy  aa
nneeww  ccaarr  ffoorr  lleessss  tthhaann  ££5500kk,,  wwhhaatt
wwoouulldd  yyoouu  cchhoooossee  aanndd  wwhhyy..
TN: There are too many to choose
from. The Porsche Boxster and the
Mazda MX5 would be on the
sporty list. But as a family man it’s
hard to decide on one car, but it

would have to be rear-wheel
drive and petrol powered. 

MMTT::  GGiivveenn  tthhee  ffaacctt  tthhaatt
aallll  tthhee  mmaajjoorr  ccaarr
mmaakkeerrss  hhaavvee  lloonngg
bbeeeenn  iinnvveessttiinngg

mmiilllliioonnss  ooff  ppoouunnddss  iinnttoo
ffiinnddiinngg  lleessss  ppoolllluuttiivvee  wwaayyss
ooff  ccrreeaattiinngg  tthhee  ccaarrss  ppeeooppllee
wwaanntt,,  ddoo  yyoouu  tthhiinnkk  iitt’’ss  ttiimmee
eennvviirroonnmmeennttaalliissttss  ssttaarrtteedd  bbaarrkkiinngg
uupp  aa  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ttrreeee??
TN: Until scientists can prove a
connection between driving cars,
CO2 and climate change, they
should stop encouraging people to
buy diesel-powered cars. It is a
known fact that diesel emissions
cause respiratory problems and
produce more harmful gasses,
even if they don’t emit as much
carbon dioxide. It has been proven
that diesel emissions are bad for
your health. Plus, it’s a dirty fuel
that you have to wear those
suppository gloves to tank up in
order that you don’t get it on your
hands. Petrol engines are being
made to run cleaner and more
efficiently now. That should drive
people out of diesel cars.
MMTT::  OOnn  aa  lliigghhtteerr  nnoottee,,  ddooeess  yyoouurr
ffaammiillyy  sshhaarree  yyoouurr  eenntthhuussiiaassmm  ffoorr
ccaarrss  aanndd  mmoottoorrssppoorrtt??
TN: My middle son Harry (12), is
the keenest on motorsport. My
wife Patsy and other two sons
Jack and George only share a
passing interest, although they all
like to get in the cars and fiddle
with the switches.
MMTT::  WWhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  ffaavvoouurriittee  ccaarr
yyoouu’’vvee  oowwnneedd??
TN: An old X-reg BMW 323i in the
mid 1980s.
MMTT::  WWhhaatt  iiss  yyoouurr  ffaavvoouurriittee  ttyyppee  ooff
mmuussiicc  aanndd  wwhhaatt  aarree  yyoouu  lliisstteenniinngg
ttoo  iinn  tthhee  ccaarr  aatt  tthhee  mmoommeenntt??
TN: Rock and in particular The
Doors, Nirvana, Led Zeppelin and
some more modern stuff like Bloc
Party. In the car I like listening to
Radio 2.
MMTT::  WWhhoo  iiss  yyoouurr  hheerroo??
TN: Jim Clark
MMTT::  WWhhaatt  aarree  yyoouu  rreeaaddiinngg  aatt  tthhee
mmoommeenntt??
TN: Ten Fighter Boys, about
Spitfire pilots in the Second World
War. Also, State of Fear, by
Michael Crichton. This is a great
book and will tell you all you need
to know about CO2.
MMTT::  WWhheerree  ddoo  yyoouu  ccoonnssiiddeerr  yyoouurr
hhoommee  ttoowwnn??
TN: I’m a Salisbury boy now,
although I was born in Havant. I
also have roots in Weybridge,
Surrey, where I have lived. I
support Southampton FC. �

BByy  MMeelliissssaa  TTeerrrryy

FFRROOMM  FFiivvee’’ss  aawwaarrdd--wwiinnnniinngg  ccaarr  sshhooww,,
pprroodduucceedd  bbyy  NNoorrtthh  OOnnee  TTeelleevviissiioonn,,
ccoommeess  FFiifftthh  GGeeaarr::  TThhee  SSuuppeerrccaarr
CCoolllleeccttiioonn,,  aavvaaiillaabbllee  ttoo  oowwnn  oonn  DDVVDD
nnooww..

FFoorr  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ttiimmee  eevveerr,,  TTiiffff  NNeeeeddeellll
((FFiifftthh  GGeeaarr  ffoouunnddeerr,,  eexx--TToopp  GGeeaarr  pprree--
sseenntteerr  aanndd  rraacciinngg  ddrriivveerr))  hhaass  bbrroouugghhtt
ttooggeetthheerr  hhiiss  1100  ffaavvoouurriittee  SSuuppeerrccaarr
rrooaadd  tteessttss  ffrroomm  tthhee  pprrooggrraammmmee  iinn  oonnee
hhiigghh  ooccttaannee  ccoommppiillaattiioonn..  

££33  mmiilllliioonn  wwoorrtthh  ooff  rraarree  aanndd  eexxcclluu--
ssiivvee  ccaarrss  aarree  iinncclluuddeedd,,  ffrroomm  tthhee  gglloorrii--
oouuss  119911  mmpphh  AAssttoonn  MMaarrttiinn  DDBBSS
tthhrroouugghh  ttoo  tthhee  225533mmpphh  BBuuggaattttii
VVeeyyrroonn..  TThheerree''ss  aa  cchhaannccee  ttoo  sseeee  tthhee
ffiirrsstt  ttiimmee  TTiiffff  eevveerr  ddrroovvee  tthhee  eexxoottiicc
PPaaggaannii  ZZoonnddaa  SS,,  aanndd  rreelliivvee  tthhee  tthhrriilllliinngg
wwhheeeell  ttoo  wwhheeeell  rraaccee  bbeettwweeeenn  TTiiffff  iinn  aa
LLaammbboorrgghhiinnii  GGaallllaarrddoo  SSuuppeerrlleeggggeerraa
aanndd  pprrooffeessssiioonnaall  ssuuppeerrbbiikkee  rriiddeerr  LLeeoonn
HHaassllaamm  oonn  hhiiss  DDuuccaattii  11009988..  

AAss  wweellll  aass  sseeeeiinngg  rraarree  ccaarrss  lliikkee  tthhee
EEnnzzoo  FFeerrrraarrii  ttaakkeenn  ttoo  tthhee  ttrraacckk  aanndd
ddrriivveenn  ttoo  tthhee  lliimmiitt  ((TTiiffff  ffaammoouussllyy  ddeeffiieedd
FFeerrrraarrii''ss  ssttrriicctt  iinnssttrruuccttiioonnss  aanndd  ttuurrnneedd
ooffff  tthhee  eelleeccttrroonniicc  ttrraaccttiioonn  ccoonnttrrooll  ssyyss--
tteemmss  ssoo  hhee  ccoouulldd  ggoo  eevveenn  ffaasstteerr))
tthheerree’’ss  aallssoo  aann  eexxcclluussiivvee  iinnssiigghhtt  iinnttoo
ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  iinnccrreeddiibbllee  ffaaccttoorriieess  wwhheerree
tthheessee  ccaarrss  aarree  bbuuiilltt  ––  tthhee  ssoorrtt  ooff
aacccceessss  nnoorrmmaallllyy  ooffff  lliimmiittss  ttoo  aallll  bbuutt  tthhee
rriicchh  aanndd  ffaammoouuss..  YYoouu''llll  sseeee  iinnssiiddee  tthhee
MMccLLaarreenn  TTeecchhnnoollooggyy  CCeennttrree,,  aa  ffaaccttoorryy
cclleeaanneerr  tthhaann  aa  hhoossppiittaall  ooppeerraattiinngg  tthhee--
aattrree,,  aanndd  tthhee  ssuuiittaabbllyy  iimmppoossiinngg  FFrreenncchh
cchhaatteeaauu  wwhheerree  tthhee  wwoorrlldd''ss  mmoosstt
eexxppeennssiivvee  ccaarr,,  tthhee  ££889900,,000000  BBuuggaattttii
VVeeyyrroonn,,  iiss  aasssseemmbblleedd..  

FFiifftthh  GGeeaarr::  TThhee  SSuuppeerrccaarr  CCoolllleeccttiioonn
iiss  aa  uunniiqquuee  cclloossee--uupp  llooookk  aatt  tthhee
wwoorrlldd''ss  ffaasstteesstt  ccaarrss..  OOwwnniinngg  tthhiiss  DDVVDD
iiss  tthhee  nneexxtt  bbeesstt  tthhiinngg  ttoo  oowwnniinngg  tthhee
ccaarrss  tthheemmsseellvveess..  AAvvaaiillaabbllee  nnooww  ffrroomm
WWHH  SSmmiitthhss  aanndd  oonnlliinnee  pprriicceedd  aatt
££1122..9999..

(While you’re in Smiths, grab a
copy of State of Fear, by Michael
Crichton - MT.)

TTiiffff  NNeeeeddeellll



SSTTYYLLIISSHH,, ccoommffoorrttaabbllee  aanndd  ddeeppeennddaabbllee,,  tthhee  mmiidd--
rraannggee  CCaammbbrriiddggee  mmooddeellss  ffrroomm  AAuussttiinn,,  aanndd  eeqquuiivvaa--
lleenntt  OOxxffoorrddss  ffrroomm  MMoorrrriiss,,  ttaakkee  ssoommee  bbeeaattiinngg  ttooddaayy
aass  pprraaccttiiccaall  ccllaassssiiccss..  KKiimm  HHeennssoonn llooookkss  cclloosseellyy  aatt
tthheessee  ffaammiillyy  ffaavvoouurriitteess..

Angular styling was very much in vogue as the
1960s beckoned, and the popular versions of
BMC’s family cars, featuring body design by Farina,
were part of the ‘new look’ revolution. 

In fact the Austin A55 Mark II Cambridge and the
Morris Oxford Series V, both introduced in 1959,
were ‘badge-engineered’ versions of the same car,
differing only in grille design and trim details. More
upmarket variations on the same theme were also
produced wearing MG, Riley and Wolseley badges.

By comparison with earlier models, the new
family cars from Austin and Morris were very boldly
styled, with sharply pointed rear fins and vast
amounts of bright trim. Much attention had been
paid to ensuring that the cars were practical for
everyday family use, so spacious five/six seater, four
door bodywork came as standard, as did a huge,
easily loaded luggage boot which opened from
bumper level.

Underpinning the concept in both cases were
the mechanical units proven in the previous Austin
Cambridge models. BMC’s conventional and very
tough overhead valve (pushrod) 1.5 litre ‘B’ Series
engine drove the rear wheels through a four speed
gearbox.

New A60 Cambridge and Oxford VI models
arrived in 1961, featuring revised styling (incorpo-
rating generally ‘softer’ lines and slightly more
‘rounded’ rear fin profiles), and even more interior
space. The new cars were endowed with more pow-
erful, 1622cc engines.

The cars found appreciative buyers throughout
the 1960s. The A60 was built until 1969, and the
Oxford soldiered on until 1971. By this time the new,
rear wheel drive Morris Marina was ready to be
launched, and effectively took over from the Farina
Cambridges and Oxfords.
WHAT ARE THEY REALLY LIKE TO
LIVE WITH TODAY?
These vehicles were never intended to be sports
cars, but are still capable of cruising at motorway
speeds for hour after hour, and make ideal family
classics. 

In all versions, passenger and luggage accom-
modation is generous. The excellent ride quality,
coupled with a high standard of interior trim (featur-
ing large, comfortable, leather-upholstered seats
and quality carpets, for example), means that these
Austin/Morris models are pleasant cars in which to
travel over long distances. In addition, the large
glass area helps to provide a light and airy interior.

Boot space is excellent, and the spare wheel is
easily accessed when required by winding down a
cradle beneath the boot floor, so there’s no need to
remove all the luggage in order to change a wheel.

The now rare estate versions are even more
practical than the saloons, incorporating a long, flat
load bed and a horizontally divided tailgate. The val-
ues of the estates (Austin A55/A60 Cambridge
Countryman, Morris Oxford Series V/VI Traveller) are
increasing more rapidly than those of the saloons.

The cars are all easy to drive (although the steer-
ing is heavy at low speeds, especially if radial ply
tyres are fitted), extremely reliable and generally
inexpensive to buy. Do-it-yourself maintenance is
straightforward too.

Problems? Rust is the main enemy, and if you � 

1: The early Farina-styled models, like this superb 1961 A55 Mark II, featured ‘pointed’ rear fins; the Oxford V has similar bodywork. 2: Open wide! The boot on the
saloons can swallow a vast amount of luggage. The estates are even more practical. 3: The engines are tough and long-lasting, capable of covering 150,000 miles or
more between overhauls, provided they are properly serviced. 4: Dashboard design is simple but incorporates comprehensive instrumentation.
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IIMMPPOORRTTAANNTT  DDAATTEESS::
GGOOOODDWWOOOODD  FFEESSTTIIVVAALL  OOFF  SSPPEEEEDD  --  JJUULLYY  1111--1133TTHH wwwwww..ggooooddwwoooodd..ccoo..uukk

TTeellll  uuss  aabboouutt  yyoouurr  eevveennttss  ssoo  wwee  ccaann  ppaassss  tthhee  mmeessssaaggee  oonn..  EEmmaaiill::  EEddiittoorr@@mmoottooppiiaa..ccoo..uukk

WWhheenn  tthhee  BBTTCCCC
ccaammee  ttoo  TThhrruuxxttoonn
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MMaarrkk  IIII//AA6600,,  MMoorrrriiss  OOxxffoorrdd  SSeerriieess  VV//VVII CCllaassssiiccss  aanndd  MMoottoorrssppoorrtt

� are considering buying a Cambridge or Oxford,
it’s wise to opt for the best example you can find, in
terms of structural integrity. Mechanical condition is
less important, but still needs to be taken into
account, of course.

Carefully examine the body shell in all areas, but
especially in the vicinity of the sill assemblies, jack-
ing points, floor pans, front cross-member assembly
(beneath the radiator support panel), ‘chassis’ out-
rigger assemblies (especially those just behind the
front wheels), pillars, bulkheads, front inner wings
and rear spring supports.

In addition, assess the condition of the front and
rear outer wings (the fronts can be especially expen-
sive to repair or replace), the lower edges of the
doors, the bottoms of the rear wings and the base
of the boot lid. Check the condition of the boot floor
too.

If in good condition the interiors are lovely, but
worn leather is costly to have renovated… check
very closely.

The mechanical components are long-lasting,
but the engines eventually show signs of wear in
terms of smoking due to worn piston rings and cylin-
der walls. Check for a smokesecreen in the rear
view mirror when accelerating away from the bottom
of a long descent.

Check too for very low oil pressure. With the
engine fully warmed up, the oil pressure gauge (a
standard fitting) should indicate around 50 p.s.i. at
normal road speeds. Listen for rumbling from the
bottom end of the engine too (indicating worn crank-
shaft/bearings), and ensure that the oil pressure
builds up rapidly from a cold start.

Assess manual transmissions for weak synchro-
mesh and noisy gearbox bearings. On versions
equipped with Borg Warner automatic transmission,
check for smooth ratio changes and ensure that the
transmission fluid is clean and at the correct level. 

These models need to have the front suspension
re-greased regularly (ideally very 1,000 miles or so),
or the king pins and bushes, and the lower fulcrum
pins, can wear badly, eventually resulting in MoT
test failure. Rectification is a time-consuming job,
and can be costly. �
VERDICT
Enjoyable, user-friendly and still practical family
classics.
Organisations catering for the cars include:
British Made Car Club;
www.britishmadecarclub.co.uk
Cambridge-Oxford Owners’ Club; www.co-oc.org
Austin Cambridge Westminster Car Club;
www.acwcc.org 

FACTS & FIGURES
BBuuiilltt:: A55 Mark II/Oxford V: 1959-61
• A60: 1961-69 • Oxford VI: 1961-71

BBooddyywwoorrkk:: Four door saloon,
five door estate.

EEnnggiinneess:: Overhead valve, in-line four cylin-
der • A55 Cambridge/Oxford V: 1489cc,
53 bhp • A60 Cambridge/Oxford VI:
1622cc, 61 bhp

00--6600  mmpphh:: 1489cc: 24 sec
• 1622cc: 21 sec

TToopp  ssppeeeedd:: 1489cc: 80 mph
• 1622cc: 82 mph
TTyyppiiccaall  ffuueell  ccoonnssuummppttiioonn:: 27-35+ mpg

PRICES
SSaalloooonnss::
Rough, £250. Good, £1,200-£2,000.
Top notch, £3,000+.

EEssttaatteess::
Rough, £400. Good, £1,500-£2,500.
Top notch, £4,000+.

Pictures by Taco JonkmanJASON PLATO gave the SEAT Sport UK Leon TDI
its third win in six HiQ MSA British Touring Car
Championship races after a characteristically
never-give-in performance at Thruxton. He
bounced back from scoring zero points in Race 1
to net maximum points in Race 3 – his 40th in
the BTCC rounds at the Hampshire circuit, the
fastest in the UK.

Also celebrating over the weekend was Tom
Onslow Cole, racing for Vauxhall VXR, who
celebrated his 21st birthday with two race wins.
Tom said he felt ready to challenge for the 2008
BTCC Drivers’ title after his stellar weekend at
Thruxton where for the second consecutive
meeting he qualified on pole position and then
went on to take two race wins – once in a car
carrying maximum success ballast. The results
moved him up to third in the championship
standings – ahead of team-mate and former
double champion Matt Neal.

Follow the latest BTCC news online at
www.btcc.net where you can watch quick video
highlights of all opening 12 BTCC rounds.



VITAL STATISTICS
PPoorrsscchhee  BBooxxsstteerr  SSppoorrtt  EEddiittiioonn  22..77
ssiixx--ssppeeeedd  mmaannuuaall

BBaassiicc  OOTTRR  PPrriiccee::  ££3333,,337755

TToopp  ssppeeeedd::  116611  mmpphh

00--6622  mmpphh::  66..11  sseeccss

MMaaxx..  ppoowweerr::  224455  bbhhpp  @@  66,,550000rrppmm

MMaaxx..  ttoorrqquuee::  115555  NNmm  @@  44,,660000--66,,000000rrppmm

UUrrbbaann  eeccoonnoommyy::  2200..55  mmppgg

CCoommbbiinneedd  eeccoonnoommyy::  3300..44  mmppgg

EExxttrraa  uurrbbaann  eeccoonnoommyy::    4411..55  mmppgg

CCOO22  eemmiissssiioonnss::  222277  gg//kkmm

IInnssuurraannccee  ggrroouupp::  1188

MOTO VIDEO FEATURE
VViissiitt  MMoottooppiiaa..ccoo..uukk  aanndd  wwaattcchh  oouurr  vviiddeeoo
rreevviieeww  ooff  tthhee  PPoorrsscchhee  BBooxxsstteerr  SSppoorrtt  EEddiittiioonn

MMeelliissssaa  TTeerrrryy  iiss  ddrriivveenn  wwiilldd  iinn  tthhee  PPoorrsscchhee  BBooxxsstteerr  SSppoorrtt  EEddiittiioonn

HHAAPPPPYY  6600TTHH  BBIIRRTTHHDDAAYY  TTOO  PPOORRSSCCHHEE  11994488--22000088

RRooaadd  tteesstt::  RRooaaddsstteerr PPoorrsscchhee  BBooxxsstteerr  SSppoorrtt  EEddiittiioonn

CCooooll  ffeeaattuurreess  ggrreeaatt  aanndd  ssmmaallll
TTHHEEYY    SSAAYY tthheerree  iiss  nnoo  ssuucchh  tthhiinngg  aass  aa  bbaadd  ccaarr  tthheessee
ddaayyss  ((mmiinndd  yyoouu  II  ccaann  tthhiinnkk  ooff  oonnee  --  ssoouunnddss  aa  bbiitt  lliikkee
pprrootteeiinn))..  HHoowweevveerr,,  tthheerree  iiss  ssuucchh  tthhiinngg  aass  aann  eexxcceepp--
ttiioonnaallllyy  ggoooodd  ccaarr  ––  wwiitthh  tthhee  lluuxxuurryy  mmaarrqquueess  rraaiissiinngg
tthhee  bbaarr  yyeeaarr  oonn  yyeeaarr..  PPoorrsscchhee  iiss  aa  bboorrnn  lleeaaddeerr  wwhheenn
iitt  ccoommeess  ttoo  sseettttiinngg  aa  lluuxxuurryy  eexxaammppllee..  

When you choose Porsche you’re buying into
something really special and with these cars there
really is no compromise – at all. Yes running costs
are high but your car is not going to be scrapped in
20 or 30 years’ time because these cars are really
built to last – and that has to be environmentally
friendly. Driving a Porsche is a real breath of fresh
air.

I have been reviewing the Boxster Sport Edition
mid-engined, rear-wheel drive roadster with the 2.7-
litre boxer (flat 6) petrol engine ( with VarioCam Plus
valve management) mated to a six-speed manual
sports gearbox. The two complement each other
like heart and lungs. Between them, they move the
car from 0-62mph in 6.1 seconds with 273 Nm of
torque at your disposal.

The Boxster might be near the bottom of the
Porsche food chain, but this car is every bit as
appealing as its larger 911 sibling. 

It is a beautiful car with seamless bodywork,
curvy, aerodynamic and sporty. Big 18-inch alloys
really wear the car well, showcasing huge red cal-
lipers clutching enormous vented brake discs all
round – a subtle hint that this car’s not just playing
at looking quick.

If track events are your thing, you’ll enjoy burn-
ing rubber in this point-and-shoot sportster. It han-
dles with stealth and is so easy to drive.
Suspension is firm and the handling is superb,

combine this with its wide track, large wheels and
Porsche Active Suspension Management (PASM),
and the car sticks to the road like glue, no matter
what comes its way. You never have to wrestle for
control because of the electronic wizardry keeping
you on your intended path. The red line comes at
7,300 rpm and full use of the rev range is the most
enjoyable thing. Incidentally, this car has a top
speed of 162mph!

The Boxster is a deliberate roadster and has not
been derived from a coupe that has just been
sliced open. The bodywork has been deliberately
fashioned as a convertible and therefore its strong
shell eliminates any twisting and shaking.

It doesn’t matter how gently you treat the car, or
how hard and fast you push it, it gives the most
enjoyable  and quiet ride.

The cloth, lined roof does well to keep lots of
road noise out of the cabin but on a warm day you’ll
want to enjoy having the roof down. Thanks to the
(optional) windguard, noise and wind disturbance is
reasonable enough to hold a civilised conversation
at speed.

Inside the cabin is not the pokey affair you nor-
mally associate with these smaller roadsters. There
is plenty of room to play with your seat and find you
perfect driving position. You’ll still have trouble see-
ing the front and back of the car however tall you
are  but at least you feel like you’re sitting inside the
car and not on top of it.  

In good old Porsche fashion, trim is luxurious
and the surfaces and switchgear are also very chic.
Leather is an option but you must have it if you
want to sell the car on for a reasonable price.
Luckily, the Boxster is one of the best performing

models when it comes to depreciation. Well, it has
to be slow at something.

It’s not slow at getting its top down, though, and
12 seconds is al it takes to go from rag top to road-
ster – and you can drive at up to 30mph doing it, so
it’s great for posing around the city.

Standard equipment comes in the form of the
six-speed manual gearbox, SportDesign aero pack-
age, PASM and chrome plated stainless steel
tailpipes, to name just a few Sport Edition treats.
You can splash out and have embossed headrests,
sat nav, and leather, but personally I’d just stick to
the leather as you don’t need lots of gimics on a car
like this. It has just the right number of cool fea-
tures. Anything else is just being greedy.

safety wise, head airbags protect the occupants
from side-on collisions – a world first for a roadster.
In combination with a thorax airbag, the head
airbag on each side inflates whenever required
from the side window sill in the door and offers a
very high standard of head safety. Frontal airbags
for both occupants and seat belt tensioners are
also fitted as standard.

VERDICT
And as sports cars go, this is one model that

makes for a comfortable every day car, and you
won’t be ashamed to take to the race rack now and
again. An eye catching and well made sportster
with a true racing pedigree is how I would describe
the Boxster. It oozes quality and chic, yet is the
most affordable Porsche savings can buy.

Don’t invest in stocks and shares, invest in a
Boxster because the enjoyment factor is absolutely
priceless. �
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WWHHEETTHHEERR yyoouu  aarree  aa  ffaann  ooff  mmoottoorrssppoorrtt  oorr  jjuusstt  eennjjooyy
ddrriivviinngg,,  II  hhiigghhllyy  rreeccoommmmeenndd  yyoouu  aatttteenndd  oonnee  ooff  tthhee
BBrriittiisshh  AAuuttoommoobbiillee  RRaacciinngg  CClluubb’’ss  hhiillllcclliimmbb  sscchhoooollss  aatt
GGuurrssttoonn  DDoowwnn,,  nniinnee  mmiilleess  ssoouutthh--wweesstt  ooff  SSaalliissbbuurryy,,
aanndd  HHQQ  ooff  tthhee  ssoouutthh--wweesstteerrnn  cceennttrree  ooff  tthhee  BBAARRCC..

The racing club holds three schools a year and I
joined the first class of the season. The school is
open to anyone who drives, whether they are a fol-
lower of hillclimbs or not. And it’s a real eye-opener.

There are very few doors open to get into motor-
sport and this is probably the most sensible and
cost-effective because you can take along your own
car, whatever its age (or yours for that matter), and
learn the basics without having to fork out on costly
equipment and sundries.

I rolled up in my Audi Coupe, old and pre-thrashed
– an ideal companion – having made sure the car
was technically up to the job: tyres, brakes, suspen-
sion etc. It has to be roadworthy and you must pro-
vide an MoT. Newer cars are welcome but motor-
sport is dangerous, even in a controlled environment
like Gurston Down, so you must decide whether you
really want to thrash your car and possibly run across
the grass or damage your wheels.

The day of my lesson saw cars as diverse as
2007 Porsche 911s, a Cayman, Lexus, Audi Quattro,
Mini, a couple of kit cars, a Golf GTi and a sprinkling
of Lotus Elises. There were about 26 of us in all – a
good turn-out. Drivers came from far and wide with a
group coming from Kent

The format starts with signing on and collecting a
helmet, if you don’t have your own. As the drivers
congregate in the paddock, they chat about their
cars and why they have chosen to come to this event
– usually it’s to experience the course as a ‘competi-
tor’ or to obtain a competition licence, sometimes it’s
the opportunity to drive fast without fear of prosecu-
tion.

We are then rounded up and given numbers,
which we stick on to the cars. Then we head to the
classroom where tea/coffee is

laid on and the instructors give the pupils a briefing
session.

Today, we were receiving tuition from three
instructors. Each specialises in a different area of
the sport, including safety and equipment and driv-
ing style. These guys know the hill like the backs of
their hands and have all competed in events here
over many decades. 

Following the classroom theory, we were split into
three groups and each then walked the course. This
helps you to view the bends, camber, inclines, apex-
es and road surface first hand before driving up for
the first time. It is also a good opportunity to ask
questions while the allocated instructor advises on
the best way to approach each obstacle.

It’s funny having a car’s view of the 1057-yard
course. Normally, we’d be standing safely behind a
fence with other spectators.

Gurston Down’s winding narrow track was built
specifically for motorsport. It is surrounded by beau-
tiful farmland and is unique in that the first stretch is
downhill. Unusual for a hillclimb, yes, but it adds to
the excitement for the driver as gravity plays its part
in helping you achieve your maximum speed before
you hit the first bend (Hollow).

Our walk continues around and up the very steep
and tight Karousel, up towards Deer’s Leap, Ashes,
then straight along Burke’s Rise towards the finish.

Having walked back to the pits and taken in the
beautiful scenery, we ‘kitted up’ and prepared to
take to the hill in convoy. Marshals in their orange
suits littered the green verges and grey paddocks,
waiting with red and green flags until they are need-
ed.

Driving in convoy allows us to practice what we
were told by our instructors, and see how everything

falls into place. It’s not how fast you
go, it’s how you go fast – prepara-
tion and concentration are the keys
to successful hillclimb competitions
and the phrase ‘more haste, less
speed’ has never rung more true
than in an event like this.
OBSERVED RUNS
Next come the observed runs and
these are what the day has been lead-
ing up to, where you can put your foot
down and go as fast as you like. The
racing line applies on the hill in the
same way as on a circuit. And changing
gear and braking at the right times will

give you a more enjoyable experience than if you just
point and shoot and hope for the best. 

You wait your turn at the start line and as you
watch the previous car disappear at Ashes, the light
goes green and you put your right foot down hard.
Now you have to remember all that information
you’ve been trying to digest throughout the morning.
Cones on entry and exit from corners help remind
you when to turn and when to brake. By the time you
are approaching Karousel you’ll be in third or fourth
gear, accelerating hard. Slam on the brakes, turn into
the corner, change down to first, thunder up the hill
and round the tight right-hander, head for the outside
cut across the corner of Ashes, trying to keep as
straight a line as possible, then hard on the throttle
along Burke’s Rise towards the finish line.

Those of us in Porsches and Elises would have
been lucky to hit 100mph. However, me in my little
coup managed a not-too-racy 75mph on the
straights. But for me, it was about finding the right
approach and enjoying the experience. Runs aren’t
timed, but the instructors each take a corner and
note the things you are good at or bad at. At the end
of the day you are scored.

Following a splendid buffet lunch, laid on in the
restaurant-cum-classroom, we gathered our
thoughts and took to the hill again with renewed
excitement and the urge to come first. From now on,
there would be no cones to help, so we’d have to pin-
point our entry and exits ourselves.

After several more runs and tea break, it’s time to
reflect on the day’s events. For some it was a great
day spent getting to know the limits of their car, and
for others it was an open door into competitive motor
sport.�

WWaallkkiinngg  tthhee
ccoouurrssee  wwiitthh  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  iinnssttrruuccttoorrss
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For further details and entry forms please
contact the school principal Andrew Hext on

07971 989517 or visit the website:
www.gurstondown.org

Run by the BARC (South Western Centre)
Tel: 01725 552832

MMoottoorrssppoorrtt  ssppeecciiaall

PPuuppiillss
ttaakkee  ttoo
tthhee  hhiillllss
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Melissa Terry takes her car to the classroom for a lesson in speed hillclimbing at Gurston Down
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PENTON NEW SERVICE CENTRE
We also sell, service, supply and repair...

ALL MAKES SERVICED, PETROL & DIESEL - BRAND NEW MOT BAY

Tyres  •  Exhausts  •  Windscreens  •  Towbars  •  Sunroofs  •  Air- 
conditioning •  Automatic gearboxes •  Major crash or minor body
repairs •  Trailer servicing  •  Light commercial vehicle servicing
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Euro NCAP latest:
EEUURROO NNCCAAPP  iinnttrroodduucceedd
iittss  CChhiilldd  OOccccuuppaanntt  rraattiinngg
iinn  NNoovveemmbbeerr  22000033..TThhiiss
rraattiinngg  iiss  bbaasseedd  oonn  tthhee
eevvaalluuaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee
mmaannuuffaaccttuurreerr’’ss
rreeccoommmmeennddeedd  cchhiilldd
rreessttrraaiinnttss  ffoorr  aann  1188--
mmoonntthh  iinnffaanntt  aanndd  aa  33--
yyeeaarr  oolldd  cchhiilldd..

FFiirrssttllyy,,  tthhee  cchhiilldd  sseeaattss
aarree  tteesstteedd  iinn  EEuurroo
NNCCAAPP’’ss  ffrroonnttaall  aanndd  ssiiddee
iimmppaacctt  tteessttss  aanndd  ppooiinnttss
aarree  ssccoorreedd  ffoorr  tthhee
ddyynnaammiicc  rreessppoonnsseess  ooff
tthhee  dduummmmiieess..  SSeeccoonnddllyy,,
eexxttrraa  ppooiinnttss  aarree  aawwaarrddeedd
ffoorr  tthhee  eeffffeeccttiivveenneessss  ooff
tthhee  llaabbeelllliinngg  aanndd  vviissuuaall
iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ddiissppllaayyeedd  oonn
tthhee  cchhiilldd  sseeaatt  aanndd  iinn  tthhee
vveehhiiccllee..  EEuurroo  NNCCAAPP
iinnssiissttss  tthhaatt  wwaarrnniinnggss
aabboouutt  cchhiilldd  ssaaffeettyy  aanndd
iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  aabboouutt  IISSOOFFIIXX
ppooiinnttss  sshhoouulldd  bbee  wweellll--
pprreesseenntteedd,,  cclleeaarrllyy
llaabbeelllleedd  aanndd
ppeerrmmaanneennttllyy  aattttaacchheedd..
TThhiiss  aasssseessssmmeenntt
ccoommpplleetteedd  bbyy  EEuurroo
NNCCAAPP’’ss  tteecchhnniiccaall
iinnssppeeccttoorrss  hhaass  tthhee
ppootteennttiiaall  ooff  lleeaaddiinngg  ttoo  aa
mmaaxxiimmuumm  ooff  4499  ppooiinnttss  oorr
ffiivvee  ssttaarrss..  SSoo  ffaarr,,  tthhee
hhiigghheesstt  aawwaarrdd  ooff  ffiivvee
ssttaarrss  rreemmaaiinnss  eelluussiivvee  ffoorr
aallll  ccaarr  mmaannuuffaaccttuurreerrss..

OOff  tthhee  sseevveenn  ccaarrss
tteesstteedd,,  ffoouurr  aacchhiieevveedd
EEuurroo  NNCCAAPP’’ss  mmaaxxiimmuumm
ffiivvee--ssttaarr  rraattiinngg  ffoorr  AAdduulltt
OOccccuuppaanntt  PPrrootteeccttiioonn..
UUnnlliikkee  CChhiilldd  PPrrootteeccttiioonn,,
nnoo  cclleeaarr  pprrooggrreessss  wwaass
sseeeenn  iinn  PPeeddeessttrriiaann
PPrrootteeccttiioonn  ddeessppiittee
aapppprrooaacchhiinngg  lleeggiissllaattiioonn..
OOnnllyy  tthhrreeee  ooff  tthhee  sseevveenn
ccaarrss  aacchhiieevveedd  aa  tthhrreeee
ssttaarr  ssccoorree  iinn  tthhiiss  rraattiinngg..
TThhee  rraattiinnggss  ffoorr  tthheessee
ccaarrss  ccaann  bbee  sseeeenn  iinn
mmoorree  ddeettaaiill  aatt
wwwwww..eeuurroonnccaapp..ccoomm..

SSuuppeerrmmiinnii

HHYYUUNNDDAAII  ii1100
AAdduulltt  OOccccuuppaanntt  pprrootteeccttiioonn 4
CChhiilldd  OOccccuuppaanntt  pprrootteeccttiioonn 4
PPeeddeessttrriiaann  pprrootteeccttiioonn 3

SSEEAATT  IIBBIIZZAA
AAdduulltt  OOccccuuppaanntt  pprrootteeccttiioonn 5
CChhiilldd  OOccccuuppaanntt  pprrootteeccttiioonn 4
PPeeddeessttrriiaann  pprrootteeccttiioonn 3

LLaarrggee  FFaammiillyy  CCaarr

AAUUDDII  AA44
AAdduulltt  OOccccuuppaanntt  pprrootteeccttiioonn 5
CChhiilldd  OOccccuuppaanntt  pprrootteeccttiioonn 4
PPeeddeessttrriiaann  pprrootteeccttiioonn 2

SSKKOODDAA  SSUUPPEERRBB
AAdduulltt  OOccccuuppaanntt  pprrootteeccttiioonn 5
CChhiilldd  OOccccuuppaanntt  pprrootteeccttiioonn 4
PPeeddeessttrriiaann  pprrootteeccttiioonn 2

SSmmaallll  MMPPVV

CCIITTRROOEENN  BBEERRLLIINNGGOO
AAdduulltt  OOccccuuppaanntt  pprrootteeccttiioonn 4
CChhiilldd  OOccccuuppaanntt  pprrootteeccttiioonn 4
PPeeddeessttrriiaann  pprrootteeccttiioonn 2

LLaarrggee  MMPPVV

VVWW  TT55
AAdduulltt  OOccccuuppaanntt  pprrootteeccttiioonn 4
CChhiilldd  OOccccuuppaanntt  pprrootteeccttiioonn 4
PPeeddeessttrriiaann  pprrootteeccttiioonn 1

SSmmaallll  OOffff--RRooaadd  44xx44

FFOORRDD  KKUUGGAA
AAdduulltt  OOccccuuppaanntt  pprrootteeccttiioonn 5
CChhiilldd  OOccccuuppaanntt  pprrootteeccttiioonn 4
PPeeddeessttrriiaann  pprrootteeccttiioonn 3

RRUUNNNNIINNGG  AA  ccaarr  oovveerr  2200  yyeeaarrss  oolldd  ccaann  bbee  tthhee  cchheeaappeesstt  wwaayy  ttoo  ddrriivvee..  TThheerree''ss  vviirr--
ttuuaallllyy  nnoo  ddeepprreecciiaattiioonn,,  iinnssuurraannccee  ccoossttss  ppeeaannuuttss  aanndd  tthheeyy  aarree  eeaassyy  ttoo  mmaaiinnttaaiinn..

A visit to the internet shows most parts running at less than half the price
of those for more modern vehicles.

If your vehicle is over twenty years old the value is likely to be less, so you
can insure third-party only. Limiting mileage whacks insurance premiums right
down. The carparts-direct price comparison chart (online) shows spares at less
than half the price of their equivalent modern day vehicle. And older cars are
often easier to work on.

Martin Mosley of carparts-direct said "Lots of our customers will buy an
older Car, paying around a £1,000, spend a few hundred pounds on it and run
it on a low budget. Tax, Insurance, Servicing and fuel can be less than one
year's depreciation on a new car."

It's not just the fun of driving their favourite classic along country lanes. It is
practical inexpensive motoring. Without doubt, the cheapest way to run a car.

There's over 200,000 discounted Car Parts available on the carparts-direct
website for owners of both Modern and Classic vehicles. Motorists can order,
enquire online and contact Martin Mosley by visiting www.carparts-direct.co.uk
or call 0871 9181800.

RRuunnnniinngg  aann  oollddeerr  ccaarr
ccoouulldd  bbee  cchheeaappeerr  ooppttiioonn
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FINAL OFFER OF SALE WILL BE SUBJECT TO NEGOTIATION WITH THE DEALER AND IS SOLELY AT THEIR DISCRETION. LICENSED CREDIT BROKERS. FINANCE SUBJECT TO STATUS. WRITTEN QUOTATIONS ON REQUEST. THIS REPLACES ANY PREVIOUSLY ADVERTISED OFFER. CARS SHOWN FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. TERMS
AND CONDITIONS APPLY. PLEASE CHECK VEHICLE SPECIFICATIONS WITH A MEMBER OF STAFF BEFORE PURCHASE. LIMITED STOCKS - CHANGING DAILY.
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140bhp DIESEL NEW SHAPE
blue met, alloys, air con

£8999

05 55 VW Passat 2.0 SE TDi

HDI DIESEL 150bhp VTR 7
seat 5 door, met blue, tow bar

£19495

07 57 Citroen C-Crosser 2.2

CDi AUTO AMBIENT 8 seat
luxury MPV, leather, 45k

£17495

AUTO jet black, pas, electric
pack, locally owned, 57,000 mls

£4999

01 51 Suzuki GV 2.0 TD

SE PETROL 5 door met blue, pas,
air con, 37,000 miles

£5999

04 04 Honda Jazz 1.3 DSi 

DIESEL 4X4 ESTATE 5 door,
grove green met, 15,000 mls

£11950

06 56 Suzuki GV 1.9 DDiS

110bhp DIESEL (facelift model)
oriental blue met, air con, 55k

£5995

04 54 Citroen C5 HDi

HDI DIESEL 7 SEAT ESTATE
light green met, air con, 45k

£6499

04 04 Peugeot 307 SW 2.0

Three door, sunlight copper,
pas, elec pack, 9,000 miles

£6495

07 57 Suzuki Swift 1.4 GL

2.0 DIESEL DESIRE 5 door,
metallic blue, air con, 14k

£6499

05 05 Citroen Picasso HDi

DIESEL 130bhp SE grey met,
alloys, air con, 48,000 miles

£6499

04 04 SEAT Toledo 1.9 TDi

DIESEL S 5 door, iron grey met,
air con, 7k £35 ROAD TAX

£7999

06 56 Peugeot 207 1.4 HDi

110bhp DIESEL XL7 7 SEAT
Catseye blue, AC, 1 owner, 22k

£8999

05 55 Suzuki GV 2.0 HDi

5 door, blue metallic, power
steering, air con, 29,000 miles

£4599

03 53 Citroen C3 1.4 Desire

1.6 16v DYNAMIQUE met wine
red, 7 seat, air con, alloys, 26k

£6499

05 05 Renault Grand Scenic

105 bhp SE 5 door, jet black, air
con, alloys, 38,000 miles

£9999

05 05 VW Golf 1.9 TDi

1.3 GL+ Bright red, 5 door, pas,
elec pack, 23,000 miles

£4499

05 05 Suzuki Wagon R

Neon lime, air con, 67,000
miles

£4995

00 W VW Beetle 2.0

140bhp DIESEL 5 door, silver
met, 1 owner, climate, 19,000 mls

£11999

05 54 VW Golf 2.0 GT TDi

48 CHURCHFIELDS ROAD, SALISBURY SP2 7NW OPEN: MON-FRI: 8.30AM-6PM  SAT: 9AM-5PM  SUN: 10AM-4PM

04 54 Mercedes VIANO 2.2

5 door, silver met, air r.con,
33,000 miles

£6999

05 05 VW Golf SDi S Diesel
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TTHHEERREE  AARREE  mmaannyy  ssppoorrttss  iinn  wwhhiicchh  yyoouu  ggeett  ttoo  ppaarr--
ttiicciippaattee  oonn  tthhee  ""ssaammee""  ggrroouunnddss  aass  yyoouu  ggoo  aanndd
wwaattcchh..  AAnnyyoonnee  wwiitthh  tthhee  ggrreeeenn  ffeeee  ccaann  ppllaayy  oonn  tthhee
RRooyyaall  aanndd  AAnncciieenntt  aatt  SStt  AAnnddrreewwss  iinn  ggoollff;;  iiff  yyoouu

wwaanntteedd  ttoo  ccyyccllee  tthhee  ppuubblliicc  rrooaadd  rroouutteess  ooff  tthhee  TToouurr  ddee
FFrraannccee,,  yyoouu  jjuusstt  nneeeedd  ttoo  ggeett  aa  mmaapp,,  bbuutt  ffoorr  uuss,,  mmoottoorr--
ssppoorrtt  nnuutttteerrss  wwee  aarree,,  iitt''ss  nnoott  qquuiittee  ssoo  eeaassyy..

Of course there are track days, but that is a
rather sanitised version of ‘the real thing’ and rac-
ing on them is positively frowned upon. Also, on a
track day, or a club race meeting even, you general-
ly do not get ‘real’ stars of the sport taking part. So,
given all of the above, I am going to try to let you all
know how I felt and got on at the 2008 Monaco
Historic meeting, sitting on the MOST famous sea-
side grid in the WORLD, looking along at the start-
ing lights and knowing I had, among my 30 ‘adver-
saries’ none other than one Sir Stirling Craufurd
Moss, no less!

As revealed in StopWatch earlier this year, I was
fortunate enough to be able to enter myself at the
6th Monaco Historic Grand Prix race meeting in a
1948 Connaught L2 sports car. I received notifica-
tion of acceptance and spent the weeks leading up
to the event chasing around to make certain that I
had my up-to-date licence, new fireproofs and
underwear (The organisers insisted upon full FIA
compliance, exactly the same as if we were going to

be racing in the real Grand Prix!) It is all for our own
protection, but a new helmet, overalls, trousers,
top, balaclava, socks and boots put a none-too-
small hole in my race budget – still, I comforted
myself that it was the chance of a career!

I had arranged for the car to be transported by
Rick Hall’s excellent Hall & Hall operation, but had
grabbed the chance of a shake-down at Mallory Park
the week before the car left. At the end of my 3rd
session out, I realised that: a) I was not going to win,
b) I needed to get braver, and c) 1948 cars handle
just like 1930s’ ones! So, Bambi on ice was going to
be the order of the weekend! However, given I had
never even driven the car on the road before the
Mallory session, I was just pleased that it did what I
asked of it. I was delighted when, searching her his-
tory file, I found that I was nearly four seconds a lap
faster than she had ever been around there before. I
was at least confident that, so long as I did not
bounce off anything or anyone, the car would last the
distance.

Life seemed to go into hyperdrive in the week

leading up to Monaco, and even the drive down did
not seem so exciting, and then, as if by magic, I was
stood in the sports car paddock on the harbourside,
looking at the Connaught. Rick’s lads had polished
her and sorted some minor post-test leaks, and it
was down to me to paste her race numbers, 27, on
and make certain that I had the sponsor’s decals in
the right place, and sort my kit, sign on, pass scruti-
neering and generally cluck about like a mother hen!

I was genuinely lucky to have a couple of
Goodwood mates with me, as Mark Lowrie and Peter
Russell were able to stop me going totally crazy. I left
the circuit on Friday night assured that we were
passed as fit to compete – and looking forward to
Saturday morning practice, and Saturday tea time
qualifying. I even managed to enjoy a nice plate of
Italian food and a, relatively, early night, ignoring a
few invitations onto boats and into bars on the way. 

The Connaught was one of two cars from the
same stable that were running at Monaco. The other
was an EFAC Stanguelini, a formula Junior car, which
is unique, and which I had entrusted to a friend to

AA  lliiffee  iinn  tthhee  ddaayy  ooff
tthhee  22000088  MMoonnaaccoo
HHiissttoorriicc  GGrraanndd  PPrriixx
ffrroomm  tthhee  sseeaatt  ooff  GGuuyy
LLoovveerriiddggee’’ss  ffiirreepprrooooffss

MMoonnaaccoo......

oorr  bbuusstt!!

KKeeeeppiinngg  aa  sstteepp  aahheeaadd  ooff  tthhee  ccoommppeettiittiioonn

UUpp  cclloossee  aatt  RRaassccaassssee

OOvveerrsseeaass  aaddvveennttuurree

GGuuyy  LLoovveerriiddggee  ttaammeess  aa  11994488  CCoonnnnaauugghhtt  LL22  oonn  tthhee  ffaammoouuss  aanndd  ffaasstt  ssttrreeeettss  ooff  MMoonnaaccoo
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drive. Their practice was first up on
Saturday, so I awoke to the sounds of
high revving engines at about 07:55.

We all gathered on the balcony of
our apartment with coffees and pas-
tries and were chatting on the day
ahead when the engines fell silent.
Must be end of session, I thought. Or
some dope has binned it! As I was
half smiling to myself at this thought,
my mobile buzzed as a text message
arrived - “Please tell Ian (the owner) I
am REALLY REALLY sorry - it just got
away from me on some oil and I
could not catch it” Oh. The
Stanguelini, running 3rd fastest only
four laps into practice had arrived by
the swimming pool just as another
competitor dumped seven litres of
oil. Perhaps fortunately, we could not
reach that particular part of the pad-
dock, and so it was down to me to
put it from my mind and get the
Connaught qualified. 

It’s all now a bit of a blurr –  we were herded into
the pits, and then joined the track via the pit exit,
remembering to keep to the right of the yellow line –
exactly as in F1. I went steady on the first lap, trying
to factor in breaking points and apexes, then pushed
a little harder for lap two and the, when I exited the
tunnel, I noticed the oil and water temperatures were
off the clocks. I slowed, right arm in the air, and idle
back into the pits. Leaping out I checked the fan was
working – yes: nothing obstructing the radiator open-
ing? – No.

Back at the pits, chatting it over with Rick as I got
changed, we decided it needed a kind of ‘trunking’ to
the radiator – not enough air passing through it. Rick
and I set to with a shoe box and some Duck Tape.
When we were satisfied, I went to check the times.
Oh Boy - as it stood, I had failed to qualify. They were
also applying the FIA 125 per cent rule on practice
times, and this meant I was three seconds outside.

I was not alone in that desperate position, in fact
there were four of us. I went and sat by the sea and
did some deep thinking. I could, if the car stayed
cool, find a few seconds, I was sure. But everyone
else was going to go faster in the afternoon as well.
It would be cooler and more car friendly, for a start. I
decided that I needed to find five seconds. You all
know that five seconds is a heck of a lot of time in a
motor race! But, well, I was this close to getting on
the grid and so it had to be found. As I trundle
through the pits later in the afternoon, my plan was
firm - let everyone pass me on the hill up to Casino
Square, press on after the tunnel, making certain I
got all the bends ‘just so’, and then foot hard down
after Rascasse and go for it for as long as the car’s
temperatures behaved. 

In the first session I did 2:54:810. I was the
fastest not to be in a qualifying spot but , in the sec-
ond session in the afternoon, I did a best lap of
2:49.844.  I found my five seconds and was 30th

placed on the grid. Not last even.
WOW!

Sunday tea time came in an
apparent trice. The Monaco
Club’s marshals made certain we

all went out correctly, and it seemed for
ever I had to wait until my chance to
line up. I had finished qualifying with
NO brake pedal, so Rick had wound
the stops back as far as they would go.
The race was 20 minutes or 10 laps. I
had done 11 laps in 30 mins of prac-
tice, so suspected I might manage
eight laps of the race.

We formed up on the grid, the
lights went red, then out – and I
launched – and oh boy, I was making
ground like a rocket. I had 14 cars
behind me by Ste Devote! It was a
sharp right and up the hill, changing
into 3rd I realised all the marshals
were waving green flags. Ah, a green
flag lap. Whoops! I backed off and
allowed, over the course of the lap, 14

cars to pass me, leaving only the silver Veritas from
Switzerland still at my right rear when we re-formed.
Incidentally, Stirling thought it was a race start as
well and went on into the distance! The remainder of
the pack sat on the grid, the hooters hooted, timing
boards were held up and the first light went red.

I slid the lever into 1st and built the revs to 4,300.
The third red light came on and I placed my left hand
on the gear lever, and then they all went out and I
was off, no wheel spin and again I moved to the mid-
dle of the road between the two columns of starters
and was still getting passed them. This time only
seven were caught out, but I still managed to go into
the first bend  in midfield. The hill up to Casino is a
steep one, and a couple of the guys got back past
me, then it was pull right, lift and turn left into Casino
Square. You hug the left-hand side of the road, and
throw the car over a small hump to the right, and
then plunge down the hill into a right-hand hairpin,
falling towards the old Station, keep right, check the
mirrors for anyone diving up the inside and make a
smooth arc of the left hander. Then down again into
a double apex right to straighten up into the tunnel.
It is quite light in there, but the right hander is very
sharp at 85 mph! Luckily I meant to come out hard
over on the right and made the chicane and floored
the throttle into Tabbac.

I managed, by the last lap, not to lift for that, but
in not doing so it just made the swimming pool com-
plex far more frightening and demanding. Rascasse
comes up way too quickly, and you are then able to
straighten up for the start/finish straight once more.
On my third lap, as I climbed the hill again, I noticed
a Frazer Nash in my mirrors, a green one. Crikey -
that’s early – but I moved to the right, pointed to my
left flank and was rewarded with a classic Stirling
Moss wave and thumbs up. I then managed to stay
with him until the tunnel and watch a legend at work.

It’s no surprise that my fastest race lap was that

one, clinging desperately to the Nash’s tail for a quar-
ter-lap. After Stirling came through I had the leaders
within another few minutes, but all went off without
scares. A real shock came a lap later, when I saw
Malcolm Verey had spun his Allard at Ste Devote. He
seemed ok, but the car was winched out, F1 style! By
its nose!?!?! As I drove round, I got a surreal view of
its underside, looking like a toy car, being winched
away over my head!!! All too soon, really, the che-
quered flag came out and, amazingly, on my slowing
down lap, people were cheering and clapping – the
marshalls waving their flags, and I realised, we were
the last race of the weekend, and I had dome some-
thing right as, clearly, at least one car had crashed
out, and I was still running. I tried to remember those
near me on the grid, had all of them passed me or
what? 

The final results showed that I had started from
30th position and finished in 22nd. Not all of those
eight places were due to crashed or retired cars, I
stress. In point of fact, I had come home with nine
cars behind me, four of which were classified finish-
ers. My best lap was a 2:49:166, and my race aver-
age was a frankly astounding 71:07 mph. To contex-
tualise that, the winner, John Ure, had a race average
of over 90 mph. British drivers were in the first three
places, a UK podium. God Save the Queen rang out
and congratulations to John, in his Frazer Nash and
to David Wenman and Nigel Webb in their C-Type
Jaguars.

What a way to spend an afternoon by the sea. �

““II  mmoovveedd  ttoo
tthhee  rriigghhtt,,
ppooiinntteedd  ttoo  mmyy
lleefftt  ffllaannkk  aanndd
wwaass  rreewwaarrddeedd
wwiitthh  aa  ccllaassssiicc
SSttiirrlliinngg  MMoossss
wwaavvee  aanndd
tthhuummbbss  uupp..““

IInnttoo  CCaassiinnoo  SSqquuaarree
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IITT’’SS  DDIIFFFFIICCUULLTT  nnoott  ttoo  sseeee  jjuusstt  hhooww  aappppeeaalliinngg  tthhee
nneeww  CCiittrrooëënn  DDiissppaattcchh  iiss  ttoo  tthhoossee  vvaann  ddrriivveerrss  wwhhoo
wwoorrkk  hhaarrdd  aanndd  ppllaayy  hhaarrddeerr..  IItt’’ss  tthhee  vvaann--lloovveerr’’ss  ppeerr--
ffeecctt  ppaarrttnneerr  ffoorr  bbuussiinneessss  aanndd  wweeeekkeenndd  ssppoorrttss  aaccttiivv--
iittiieess..  

Just as the car makers are falling in love with
white again, the van makers are moving away from
the flat, cold, uninviting colour in favour of vibrant
reds and blues and the new Dispatch is no excep-
tion – you could have a fleet the nation would be
proud of, in red, white and blue.

Voted International Van of the Year 2008, the all-
new model is certainly a versatile wagon. It delivers
significant driver comfort and convenient benefits,
as well as making good financial sense, with prices
starting from £13,870+vat.

The original Dispatch was a hard act to follow
and with vans becoming more like cars these days
with regards to the creature comforts now regarded
as necessities onboard, the Dispatch has managed
to fulfil a great many tasks that are demanded by
today’s commercial vehicle driver.

For instance, the new Dispatch is the first com-
pact panel van in the UK  to be fitted with
Trafficmaster Smartnav satellite navigation and
Trackstar stolen vehicle tracking system as stan-
dard. And, it is estimated that the Smartnav pro-
vides major time, fuel and efficiency gains, which
are worth around £2,000 per year per vehicle.

ABS and Electronic Brake Assistance are also fit-
ted as standard and are complemented by the
optional availability of ESP with traction control and
electronic roll mitigation.

Another standard feature, which I have to men-
tion, is the pneumatic, self levelling rear suspension
with a lowering facility on the Dispatch LX versions.
This suspension provides the benefits of greater
comfort, improved ride and road holding, plus the

ease of loading/unloading into the lowered cargo
area.

Already we can see the new Dispatch looks good
on paper, having just mentioned one or two of its
standard features. Bearing in mind, it’s available in a
multitude of wheelbase lengths and roof heights, for
added practicality, and a selection of trim ranges for
comfort and convenience (ie LX with pneumatic sus-
pension). There really is a van to suit all purposes.

I have been reviewing the medium-sized L1H1 90
1200 van in bright red. So, what is it like to use?
Well, first impressions are very positive. From outside
the van’s modest exterior actually look quite stylish.
Citroën is very good at making dull boxes look quite
appealing. It is as aerodynamic as possible with its
protruding nose and windscreen. It is almost car-like
here because it doesn’t have a really steep raked
front end. Its big moulded bumpers and bright, coat-
ed panels give the van a hard-wearing appearance,
while its overall shape - unmistakably van - is modern
and practical.

This version has two slide-opening side doors, for
ease of loading, and the test van also has a glazed
steel bulkhead (extra £150) which prevents your
cargo from ending up in the cabin in the event of an
accident.

Inside the cabin and it’s almost like being in a
large car. You can’t get away from the huge expans-
es of plastic, and the sit-up-and-beg seats are a dead
giveaway that this is a van. You’re sitting higher than
most other drivers and the huge windscreen affords
plenty of visibility. It’s not cold and unwelcoming like
the vans of old, and you can add extra storage to the
ceiling to make it even more practical.

Of course, there are three seats in the front and
each is large enough for ample bottoms.

Driving the van with the 1.6 HDi 90 hp engine is
not a chore, despite the van feeling underpowered
with a lot of weight on board. I think it will do sterling
service and give lots and lots of healthy miles to the
gallon with regular to-ing and fro-ing. The van cruises
quietly at speed and the brakes didn’t let us down
under heavy braking with lots of weight on board. But
just remember what you are carrying and leave plen-
ty of room in front.

Citroën’s come up trumps yet again with the
recreation of one of its most popular vans. The
future’s bright, the future’s red, white and blue. �

FFllyyiinngg
tthhee  ffllaagg
ffoorr  bbuussyy
wwoorrkkeerrss
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New Citroën Dispatch L1H1
90 1200 van VITALS:
11..66  HHDDii  1166--vvaallvvee  ttuurrbbooddiieesseell  eennggiinnee  wwiitthh
ffiivvee--ssppeeeedd  mmaannuuaall  ggeeaarrbbooxx
RRRRPP::  ££1144,,227700++VVAATT  ++  ddeelliivveerryy
TToopp  ssppeeeedd:: 9900..11  mmpphh
00--6622mmpphh::  2211..11  sseeccoonnddss
MMaaxx  ppoowweerr::  9900bbhhpp  @@  44,,000000  rrppmm
MMaaxx  ttoorrqquuee::  118800NNmm  @@  11775500  rrppmm
SSeerrvviiccee  iinntteerrvvaallss::  2200,,000000  mmiilleess
GGrroossss  vveehhiiccllee  wweeiigghhttss:: 22991177  kkgg
PPaayyllooaadd::  11220000  kkgg
FFuueell  ttaannkk  ccaappaacciittyy::  8800  lliittrreess

CCoommmmeerrcciiaall  rrooaadd  tteesstt::  NNeeww  CCiittrrooëënn  DDiissppaattcchh

MMeelliissssaa  TTeerrrryy  rreevviieewwss  tthhee  NNeeww  CCiittrrooëënn  DDiissppaattcchh

IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  VVaann  ooff  TThhee  YYeeaarr  22000088

CCaarr--lliikkee  ccoommffoorrttss  iinn  tthhee  DDiissppaattcchh
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AAMMIIDDSSTT  aallll  tthhee  ccuurrrreenntt  hhyyppee  ((aanndd,,  ffrreeqquueennttllyy,,  mmiissiinn--
ffoorrmmaattiioonn))  aabboouutt  44xx44  vveehhiicclleess,,  iitt  iiss  oofftteenn  oovveerrllooookkeedd
tthhaatt  ffoorr  mmaannyy  ppeeooppllee  lliivviinngg  iinn  rruurraall  ddiissttrriiccttss  ssuucchh  aass
ssoouutthh  WWiillttsshhiirree,,  hhaavviinngg  aann  aallll  wwhheeeell  ddrriivvee  ffaacciilliittyy  iiss  aa
nneecceessssiittyy,,  rraatthheerr  tthhaann  aa  lluuxxuurryy..  OOff  ccoouurrssee  iitt  iiss  ttrruuee
tthhaatt  tthheessee  ddaayyss  bbuuyyeerrss  eexxppeecctt  rreeffiinneemmeenntt  aass  wweellll  aass
ppuurree  ooffff--rrooaadd  aabbiilliittyy,,  aanndd  tthheerree’’ss  pplleennttyy  ooff  cchhooiiccee
aammoonngg  vveehhiicclleess  ooffffeerriinngg  bbootthh……

One strong contender in this market is the latest
version of the multi-award winning Land Rover
Discovery 3. This carefully designed machine has
rightfully earned a hard-won reputation for tough-
ness, excellent on-road manners and, whenever
required, highly impressive off-road credentials. The
vehicle is luxurious (particularly in range-topping HSE
form, as tested here) but is also one of the most high-
ly effective four wheel drive sports utility vehicles
ever built.

Compared with their predecessors, the 2008
models feature further enhancements, especially
with regard to the interiors, which incorporate
upgraded materials, clever stowage arrangements
and improved comfort features.

Five or seven seat versions are available, and in
the seven seaters (like the vehicle I tested) the rear-
most row of two seats disappears into the floor when
not in use, providing a spacious, flat-floored load
compartment. The rearmost seats are primarily
intended for children, yet there is sufficient space for
adults to travel in these seats, and there is a useful
footwell to accommodate long legs!

Powering this beast is a quiet, smooth-running
2.7-litre V6 turbo diesel engine, producing power in
plenty (190 bhp), and also – importantly – huge
quantities of low speed torque (pulling power). This is
essential for tackling difficult ground conditions, but
also makes normal driving far more enjoyable. 

I recently covered 600 miles in a week in the
TDV6 HSE test car, virtually all of these miles on tar-
mac, and my respect and admiration for the vehicle
grew with every passing mile.
OFF ROAD

However, before looking at how the Discovery per-
forms in normal driving, let’s talk first about its off-
road credentials. Previously, on a challenging route

devised by Land Rover personnel, I had spent some
time driving an identical TDV6 in the most arduous of
cross-country conditions, including climbing steep
slopes covered with exceedingly slippery wet grass,
squelching through axle-deep mud, scrambling over
boulders and wading through streams. The vehicle
took all this punishment in its stride, with a sophisti-
cated all wheel drive system, high ground clearance
and accommodating axle articulation enabling all
types of terrain to be tackled with ease. I can only
add that the vehicle’s ability to go ‘anywhere’ is truly
uncanny.

Standard on seven seat versions is all-independ-
ent air suspension (cross-linked and with variable
ride height control) plus ‘Terrain Response’. A rotary
selector located in the centre console enables the
driver to quickly and easily choose the most appropri-
ate setting for the four wheel drive system. The choic-
es are easily understandable and include ‘normal’,
‘grass, gravel and snow’, ‘mud and ruts’, ‘sand’ and
‘rock crawl’.

In addition, the vehicle features a highly effective
‘hill descent control’ system, and high and low drive
ratios. Low ratio is only required when the going real-
ly gets tough.

In all situations the huge reserves of low speed
pulling power ensured that the vehicle was easy to
drive – and kept moving.

Although, for off-road use, the bodywork of the
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Discovery is deliberately high above the ground, the
makers provide a three-position height control selec-
tor, enabling the bodywork to be lowered to allow
easy entry to and exit from the vehicle when parked,
as well as providing a ‘normal’ height for on-road run-
ning, and a ‘high’ position for the rough stuff.
ON ROAD

In my 600 miles of tarmac motoring, the smooth-
running Discovery felt eager, refined and comfort-
able. In driving wind and rain on motorway journeys,
the vehicle felt safe and stable, and 70 mph was
accomplished at just 1,900 rpm.

Ride comfort was highly impressive, and even
over very long distances the seats proved to be com-
fortable and supportive. There’s always a first class
view of the road from the driving seat too.

Roadholding, even in the most slippery condi-
tions, is excellent for such a large, tall vehicle,
although a little ‘leaning’ of the bodywork is evident
during fast cornering. The four-wheel drive system
provided reassurance when required on slippery
roads, gravel and loose mud, and the brakes proved
to be very effective.

There are many clever small touches about the
test vehicle which impressed me too. For example,
the folding exterior mirrors, the auxiliary lamps which
illuminate the side of the road when turning, the
retractable cup holders built into the facia, the lid-
ded lockers on each side of the rearmost seats, the
separate stereo system controls provided for rear
seat occupants (by the way, the sound system is
magnificent), and the large, air conditioned compart-
ment at the rear of the centre console.

The Discovery TDV6 is very happy to carry loads,
when required (and is also an effective towing vehi-
cle, with a towing capacity of 3,500kg. or 7,715lb.).
The rear window lifts upwards, while the lower tail-
gate hinges downwards to extend the load bed,
which is long, wide and flat. I found loading was very
easy, even when dealing with heavy and bulky items.
The centre row of seats folds on a 2/3:1/3 basis,
enabling passenger/luggage carrying requirements
to be varied as required.

Overall fuel consumption during my time with the
vehicle worked out at almost exactly 30.0 miles per
gallon, and far better than this when cruising gently
(although in-town driving would see figures of more
like 23 to 25 mpg). These are pretty good for a large,
powerful V6 diesel engine mated to automatic trans-
mission, and pulling along a large vehicle.
THE VERDICT

The latest Discovery 3 TDV6 models are incredi-
bly capable, lively, comfortable, refined and quiet in
all normal driving. In addition, whenever needed for
tackling slippery, rough-surfaced off-road conditions
they are, quite simply, superb.�

SSeeqquueell
bbeeyyoonndd
eeqquuaall......

Kim Henson reviews the Land Rover Discovery 3 TDV6 HSE

VITAL STATISTICS:
Engine: 2720cc V6 turbo diesel
Power: 190 bhp @ 4,000 rpm
Torque: 440Nm @ 1,900 rpm
0-60 mph: 11 seconds
Top speed: 112 mph
Combined economy: 27.7 mpg
CO2 emissions: 270 gm/km
List price: £44,535
(Discovery 3 prices start at £27,315)
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££22--lliittrree  oouuttllooookk  ‘‘bblleeaakk’’  
LLEEXX,,  tthhee  UUKK’’ss  llaarrggeesstt  vveehhiiccllee  lleeaassiinngg  ccoommppaannyy  hhaass
rreevveeaalleedd  tthhaatt  mmoorree  tthhaann  aa  tthhiirrdd  ooff  FFiinnaanncciiaall  DDiirreeccttoorrss,,  aanndd
CChhiieeff  FFiinnaanncciiaall  OOffffiicceerrss    ssuurrvveeyyeedd  eexxppeecctt  rreedduunnddaanncciieess
wwiitthhiinn  tthheeiirr  oorrggaanniissaattiioonnss  iiff  tthhee  ddiieesseell  pprriiccee  hhiittss  ££22  aa  lliittrree,,
aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  aa  LLeexx//YYoouuGGoovv  ccoommmmiissssiioonneedd  ssuurrvveeyy..

In the past month diesel prices have risen by their high-
est margin this century and are now almost 14 pence per
litre more expensive than petrol. High oil prices, breaking
through the $125 mark, have also fuelled a near-record
rise in petrol prices. 

Nationally, unleaded prices have risen to a record  aver-
age price of 116.9ppl in the past month. Diesel prices
have risen to a record average of 130.3ppl. 

As a parallel to rising fuel costs, the survey also
revealed a level of dissatisfaction from Financial Directors
of UK businesses with the timescales that the Government
has attached to the Budget’s recent emissions based tax-
ation changes. With the changes due to take affect in April,
2009, almost a third (32%) felt that they had received ade-
quate notice from the Government to implement the nec-
essary changes to their business vehicles. 
• 53% of those surveyed also stated that implementing
changes brought about by the new Government legisla-
tion, be it as a result of the corporate manslaughter
act, corporation tax/capital allowances and CO2 based
vehicle taxation had placed a strain on their business.
Commenting on the findings, Lex MD Jon Walden said:

“The Lex/YouGov survey firmly illustrates the pressure that
UK businesses are feeling as a result of rising fuel costs,
and in particular the price of diesel. As a company that
specialises in vehicle leasing for UK businesses, Lex has
established the ‘Lex Momentum’ consultancy arm which is
providing strategic assistance to businesses in these chal-
lenging times on reducing costs and advice on low-emit-
ting vehicles.”
OOtthheerr  kkeeyy  rreessuullttss  ffrroomm  tthhee  LLeexx//YYoouuGGoovv  ssuurrvveeyy::
• More than half (56%) did not feel they had received
adequate notice from the Government for implement-
ing the new changes in the laws on Duty of
Care/corporate manslaughter, Corporation tax/capital
allowances (to be introduced in April 2009) or Changes
in CO2 based vehicle taxation;

• 40% of respondents are not familiar with forthcoming
changes to corporation tax and capital allowances;

• 42% of businesses surveyed with company cars said
they had no plans to make vehicles more environmen-
tally friendly over the next six months;

• 57% of respondents did not think that making their
fleet more environmentally friendly would attract new
business; 

• Only 47% of respondents reported that their company
had policies or procedures in place to ensure it met its
‘duty of care’ responsibilities to employees in light of
the corporate manslaughter act.

TToopp  rreessiidduuaall
vvaalluueess  pprreeddiicctteedd

CCoommmmeerrcciiaall  nneewwss
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INDEPENDENT industry experts CAP,
predict that the recently launched
Citroën Nemo and Berlingo vans will
be established as residual value
leaders in their respective classes.  
These strong residual value predic-
tions reflect Citroën’s proven pedi-
gree as one of the leading innovators
in the light van sector. The Nemo and
new Berlingo are designed to provide
businesses with efficient, low cost
operation, combined with optimum
levels of crew comfort and safety.  

According to CAP who produce
fully independent price guide resid-
ual value figures, the new Nemo van
is expected to have a residual value
in excess of 32% after a typical three
year, 60,000 mile life – better than
the residual values of its rivals.  

Similarly, new Berlingo, over a typ-
ical three year, 60,000 mile life, is
predicted to retain more than 33% of
its initial cost, far in excess of most of
its rivals. The new Berlingo’s
residual value performance
is also better than that of
the original Berlingo,
which is already
one of the best
used van per-
formers in its
sector.
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Advertise in print and
online from as little as
£50+vat per issue call
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or email: sales@motopia.co.uk

THE Volkswagen Caddy EcoFuel is an alternatively fuelled vehi-
cle that can operate on either compressed natural gas (CNG)
or biomethane.   Developed as a result of Volkswagen’s envi-
ronmental research programme, and produced in the same
factory as the rest of the Caddy range, it is already on sale
in mainland Europe and planned to be introduced to the
UK later this year. 

The Caddy EcoFuel is the first right-hand-drive (RHD)
prototype and is being used for a UK pilot scheme in
response to customer enquiries for alternatively fuelled
vehicles. 

The key benefits of operating a CNG-powered vehicle
are lower and cleaner emissions, plus reduced fuel
costs (CNG costs significantly less than petrol or diesel).  

The Caddy EcoFuel features a 2.0-litre 109 PS petrol
engine which operates primarily on compressed natu-
ral gas (CNG) with a small petrol reserve, giving a total
range of around 350 miles.  
A fully integrated design and production process

means the conversion of the vehicle is better-resolved.  For
example, the gas filling point is incorporated behind the

existing fuel filling cap, and there is an additional electronic
fuel gauge display set into the display on the dashboard.

Similarly, the gas tanks do not impact on the Caddy EcoFuel’s load-
space as they are safely secured under the vehicle and have been fully
crash tested.  The gas tanks hold 26 kg of CNG; the additional weight
means there is a small reduction in payload to 665 kg, compared with
720-724 kg for the rest of the Caddy van range.

VW puts the squeeze on gas
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When only a limited number of flowers is
anticipated then a wooden Theme can be built
which depicts the occupation or interests of the
Deceased. Originally Lorry Drivers provided a
large share of the business, however, 5 years on
the take up is from all walks of life, with Themes
in place ranging from Teachers to Scaffolders. A
lot of families want to focus on the interests of
their loved one and a Footballer juggling the ball
in front of a goal is the most frequently requested
theme. The lorry has even appeared in the Match
Day programmes at Portsmouth and Crystal
Palace.

Indeed recently there has been more interest

in what David can create on the 21 foot deck
rather than the lorry itself. The family of a Lift
Engineer, who was tragically killed at work want-
ed a ‘Stella Artois’ funeral and David was able to
provide kegs around which the flowers were
arranged in front of a liveried coffin. Recently
someone from Swindon requested an ‘Only Fools
and Horses Theme’ and David drew out a number
of options, including Del falling through the bar.

David would like to pass on his thanks to
motorists who have shown tolerance when they
have encountered him trundling along at 30
m.p.h., the lorry’s maximum speed, and the
respect shown when he is at the head of a
cortege.

If you want to know anymore about the servic-
es on offer, then please visit
www.vintagelorryfunerals.co.uk or phone David
on 01225 865346.

AAnndd  ffiinnaallllyy......

Departures with
a difference...



www.pinchbecksgarages.co.uk

EW Pinchbeck & Sons Ltd
New and Used Car Sales

• SEAT servicing and warranty work
•All makes serviced and MoT

• Full body repair and paint shop
• Courtesy cars available on request

• Free collection and delivery by appointment

SSEEAATT MMAAIINN DDEEAALLEERR
The Garage, Middle Wallop

Hants SO20 8EG
SERVICE: 01264 781460
SALES: 01264 782210
PARTS 01264 782278

Only 10 miles from Salisbury

More than 30 cars at our
Used Car Centre

Used SEATS always wanted
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